Oxford Presbyterian Church
24th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, November 19, 2017
Liturgist: Diane Young
WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
Lord, you have blessed all your children with a richness–
a richness that greets and grows and holds and challenges and keeps,
a richness that surrounds and brings and delivers and gives.
The richness holds us in our weakness,
fills us in our hunger, finds us when we’re lost.
So here, richly blessed, we have come, and we have been found.
Let this time together inspire us in richness and grace. Amen.

But how do we step into that river?
Do we step into it with trust?
Do we trust the current of God’s generous gifts?

(Note on image: Inspired by a journey to Ghana, the artist Annette Gandy Fortt
returned to her studio in Silver Spring, Maryland and created the bulletin cover
image illuminating the Parable of the Talents.)
CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MISSION – Deacon’s Advent Food Drive
Youth Group
PRELUDE

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

CHORAL INTROIT

“A Mighty Fortress”

arr. Anna Laura Page
Karle Erickson

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Sing the new day
All:
O God, we come.

Sing to the light
So beckoned, we come.
“Morning Has Broken”

Or do we run from the river?
For when we run,
when we turn away from your gifts in distrust,
We lose the refreshment and joy of that richness…
And something else reigns.
Then, what’s left? (brief silence)
Now is the time –
now is the time to consider just how we distrust your abundance.
Now is the time – now is the time to begin something new.
Now is the time – now is them time to trust the Lord …
differently, fully. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Let us pray:
We haven’t always trusted you Christ.
But now we begin again.
Lord, we acknowledge the richness of your blessings
We see your flowing river of love
And we wade into your grace.
There is a richness – a richness that says “yes” – eternally –
even in the face of our repeated “no’s”.
There is a richness that transforms distrust and offers so much more.
This richness forgives and gives even more.

Sing a new song
Awakened, we come.

*HYMN

Our ways – within and beyond our control –
speak of something different:
of lack, of fear, of something other than
an acknowledgement of your
endless and beautiful river of grace.
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We know this forgiveness.
And we thank you, God. Alleluia! Amen!
*SHARING THE PEACE

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord God, there is a richness here –
a gorgeous, flowing richness of unending abundance.
But that doesn’t mean we let it guides us.
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SCRIPTURE

A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
Sacrament of Baptism – Aiden Benjamin Todd
Son of Matt & Molly Todd, brother of Owen

A reading from Matthew 25:14-30

Invitation
Members and friends in Christ, we gather now to
celebrate the gift of grace in the sacrament of baptism.
There is one body and one Spirit.
There is one hope in God’s call to us.
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Creator of us all.
Presentation
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For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“The Lord’s Risk Tolerance”
WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

Elder Carol Klumb

Questions for the Family and Congregation

*HYMN

Congregational Covenant with Aiden
Do we promise, through prayer and example, to support and
encourage Aiden to be a faithful Christian?
We as a community of faith promise to care for Aiden by
our acts and by our way of life. We will teach him the joy of
God’s world. We will love him and care for him. We will allow
him to claim his own faith in Jesus Christ. We are glad to share
ourselves with him as he grows toward Christian maturity.
We are by this affirmation united with him as a child of God and
a member of the body of Christ.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (sins…sin)

Affirmation of Faith
Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing
our faith in the triune God. Do you believe in God?
I believe in God.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit.

“I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”
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OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Christ of the Upward Way”

George Lomas
arr. Robert Benson

Robert Benson dedicated this arrangement to Lawrence, Amy, Jens and Lydia Bartel
in celebration of Lawrence becoming the Pastor of the Oxford Presbyterian Church,
Oxford, Ohio, October 2016. The choir presents this work in commemoration of the
first anniversary of Pastor Lawrence’s Installation.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN

“We Gather Together”

#336

*BLESSING
Go now as children of the light:
Ready to serve,
Eager to give,
Delighted to love.
Alleluia! Amen!

Prayer of Baptism
Act of Baptism
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Almighty God, give us ears to hear your story in these words of
Scripture; give us eyes to see your story in the faces of those that
surround us; and give us faith enough, that by your grace, we might
serve you until the end of our days. Amen
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*CHORAL RESPONSE

“God Be with You till We Meet Again” William G. Tomer

*POSTLUDE

“Sing Praise to God”

arr. Paul Laubengayer

*Please rise in body or in spirit
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Special Music Fund and Poinsettias
The Worship and Music Committee of Session hopes to make
each of the worship services as meaningful as possible.
Congregational participation is a crucial ingredient in that
effort. One example of participation is seen in the enthusiastic
response to the opportunities to honor or memorialize others
with the purchase of flowers to enhance the beauty of the
sanctuary throughout the year, particularly at Christmas and
Easter. It has been suggested that opportunity be given to honor
or memorialize others with a gift to the Special Music Fund in
lieu of, or in addition to the purchase of flowers. The Special
Music Fund is for the express purpose of providing a small
honorarium for guest soloists or instrumentalists or musical events not included in the
regular worship and music budget. Contributions to this special fund will be welcome at
any time, but members and friends of the church are invited to make contributions during
the Christmas and Easter seasons. One may designate a person or persons to be
memorialized or honored. Such gifts will be noted in the church bulletin.
Please use the form below to order a flower or contribute to the special music fund. The
number of poinsettias will be limited to the first 40. Checks should be marked for flowers
or the Special Music Fund. The cost of the poinsettias this year will be $16.50

ORDER FORM
_______ Poinsettia (Cost $16.50)

______ Special Music Fund

_______ Donate Poinsettia to Deacons
Dedication to be put in bulletin:
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Paid by check (no.) __________ or Cash _________
Signature ______________________________________________
Last day to order is Wednesday, December 6, 2017

24th Sunday after Pentecost
Oxford Presbyterian Church
101 N. Main St. | Oxford, OH 45056 | 513.523.6364
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org | www.oxfordpresbychurch.org
Sunday, November 19, 2017

CALENDAR
Sunday, November 19
9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
10:20 Sunday school
11:10 Fellowship in the Molyneaux
11:30 Journey Through the Bible:
Bible Study and Discussion
(Seminary)
1:00 45-56 Club
(Host: Dick Munson)
Monday, November 20
Newsletter Deadline
7:00 Art Class (Seminary)
Tuesday, November 21
1:30 Tuesday Afternoon Circle
(Knolls)
7:00 Session (Molyneaux)
Wednesday, November 22
Thursday, November 23
Celebrate Thanksgiving
Friday, November 24
Saturday, November 25
10:00 A.A. (Molyneaux)
Sunday, November 26
9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
10:00 Celebration at the Manger
Rehearsal (Geneva Room)
10:20 Sunday school – only nursery,
preschool and K-2 classes
available
11:10 Fellowship in the Molyneaux

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Lawrence H. Bartel
Music Director: Kent Peterson
Organist: Lynn Jacobs
Pastor Emeritus: Dr. Joseph R. Hookey
Parish Associate: Rev. Diane Ziegler
Clerk of Session: Julia R. Fisher
Administrative Assistant:
Bridgite Dickerson:
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
Financial Secretary: Mary Martin
finance@oxfordpresbychurch.org
Director/Teacher C.C.N.S.: Sarah Mapel:
ccnsoxfordpreschool@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Nancy Moeckel:
moeckenj@miamioh.edu
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November 19 - November 26, 2017
Large-print bulletins and hearing
assistance units are available from the
ushers. Please sign the friendship
pads found at the end of the pew and
pass them to your neighbors.

*

OFFICERS OF OPC SESSION
Class of 2017: Gwen Fears, Kim Logsdon,
Mary Jane Roberts,
Robert Smith, Janet Ziegler
Class of 2018: Carol Klumb, Amy McGoldrick,
Katie Payne, Deb Sayers,
David Wilson
Class of 2019: Jenny Bailer, Lynn Cronk,
Greg Hughes, Nancy Moeckel,
Johanna Reinhart
DEACONS
Class of 2017: Danny Cross, Connie Everhart,
Matt Lykins, Rori Lykins,
Jean O’Connell
Class of 2018: Lee Fisher, Virginia Layton,
Joni Marcum, Karen Shearer
Class of 2019: Carol Burkhalter,
Debbie Davidson,
Janet Holmes, Pat Roberts,
Diane Young
TRUSTEES
Class of 2017: Rick Bailey, Lisa Brunckhorst
Class of 2018: Nick Fears, Tom Holmes
Class of 2019: Keith Payne, Joe Simpson

Oxford Presbyterian Church
Telephone: 513-523-6364
Fax: 513-523-8215
Email: office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
www.oxfordpresbychurch.org

WELCOME VISITORS! We’re so glad
you’re here! As fellow seekers, we
welcome all who wish to learn and grow
with us. Serving others…Following our
Servant Savior, we give our time, talent
and resources to help bring fullness of life
to others. Sharing Christ’s love with
all…Through our words and actions, we
proclaim the unconditional love of Christ.
Filled with joy and hope, we build
relationships across any boundaries that
separate us.”

Sister Churches: The First Church of
Zlatoust, Russia and The Seventh
Church of Barranquilla, Colombia
Congregational Prayer Concerns:
Betty Barnhart, Pris Berry, Tracy
DeGood, Bob Douglass, Nancy Gates,
Genee Hesse, Breanna Kinneman,
Betty Reinhart, Jan Reinhart, Marilyn
Rettig, Sarah Soika, Stacey Winn
Email prayer requests to Jean
O’Connell, oconnelljm17@yahoo.com,
call Pat Roberts, 513-255-0549 or
email the church office,
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
* * * * * * * * * * *
Fellowship hour following worship
hosted by Karen Shearer and Robert
Smith on behalf of the Worship and
Music Committee.

WELCOME MIAMI STUDENTS! We’re so
glad you’re here! We invite you to make
this church your church home away from
home during your time at Miami.
Greeters: Cia Beal and Nancy Moeckel
Acolyte: Eric Staley
The Flowers on the communion table are
given by Jack and Pat Gifford in
celebration of their family. Welcome
home to our Marines.
Mission Partners Prayer List:
Presbytery of the Miami Valley:
Westwood Presbyterian Church, Hamilton

Join us this Sunday in writing letters
for the offering of letters which will be
addressing our legislators on the need
to keep hunger programs in the 2017
-18 budget. It takes 7 minutes to
write a letter which is extremely
effective in communicating our
support of hunger programs such as
WIC and SNAP. Sample letters are in
the bulleting and linge and letter
writing materials are all there as well.
This is sponsored by the Peacemaking
Committee.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Prior to the
Children’s Message, Children’s
Bulletins are available in the Narthex
next to the Activity Bibles. Following
the Children’s Message, our teachers
are waiting to welcome our students.
Members of the Christian Education
Committee will be available to escort
students to their perspective rooms
following the children’s story.
* * * * * * * * * *
Nursery: Infants through age 2,
Nursery 1st Floor

*

Preschool: Ages 3-5, Preschool area,
1st Floor
Grades K through 2: K-1 Room,
2nd Floor

Oxford Presbyterian
Church Invites
YOU to …

The Deacon’s Advent Food Drive
The Deacons request your donations of
food and money for the Advent Food
Drive. Food and Monetary donations
may continuously be given throughout
Advent.

Lunch ~ Crafts
Advent Materials
Seminary Building
Sunday December 3
11:30am to 1:00pm

Pizza, salad and beverage provided.
th

Please R.S.V.P. by November 26
to the Church Office 513-523-6364
or office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
Crafters needed!

Grades 3-5: Art Room, 2nd Floor
Grades 6-8: Geneva Room,
2nd Floor

The Least Coin offering
will be taken up on
Sunday, November 26th.

Please leave bags of food in the
Narthex and if you prefer to make
a monetary donation, please make
a check out to the Oxford
Presbyterian Church with Advent
Food Drive in the note field or if
cash, mark pew envelope Advent
Food Drive. The Deacon’s will use
the money to purchase food for the
Oxford Choice Food Pantry.

A heavy duty plastic juice jug is
needed. This event is open to all
ages. It will be just in time for winter
so our families can feed the birds.

The Tuesday Afternoon Circle
meets on November 21 at 1:30 in
The Knolls Country Kitchen. Visitors
and guests are always welcome. For
more information contact Prue Dana
or Lynn Cronk.

Youth Group News
We are excited to officially
announce that we will be
traveling to Charleston,
SC for the 2018 Mission
Trip! We will be serving in
the community from June
17-22, 2018. This trip is open to students
who will be entering grades 9-12 for the
2018-19 school year. If you are
interested in attending, please contact
Mitch Hardy. A $50 deposit and signups for the Mission Trip are due
Thursday, November 30. If you have
any questions, feel free to reach out
Mitch Hardy at (513) 907-5641 or
mitchelljameshardy@gmail.com.

Last week's Questions and Answers
• To what does Peter compare the
elders in the church?
(Shepherds - 1 Peter 5:1-5)
• Where do you find the vision of the
dry bones? (Ezekiel 37)
Next week's Questions
• Psalms 120 - 134 were composed for
and sung by pilgrims traveling "up" to
the temple in Jerusalem. Each is
known as a "Song of ______".
• Why was Daniel made governor over
the entire province of Babylon and
the chief in charge of all the
Babylonian wise men?
Decorate Safe Haven Farm

45-56 Club: Bird Feeders
Students, parents,
grandparents, and
siblings are invited to
make birdfeeders with
Dick Munson and Libby
Birch. The 45-56 Club will meet
today at 1:30 at 6751 Brown Road.
Please plan to car pool.

Journey Through the Bible

Oxford Choice Food Pantry needs
canned fruit, canned vegetables;
spaghetti sauce, cereal, and peanut
butter. One specific items is meals
in a can (e.g. Chef Boy-Ar-Dee-type
food like ravioli and others, including
Kroger brand). We always put them in
the bags and for some reason have not
been getting as many as in past years
in food drives. Toilet paper, personal
care items like body wash, deodorant,
shampoo and hair conditioner.

A happy group of
OPC elves are
going to Safe
Haven Farms on
Sunday, December
3 to decorate their
center for the
Christmas season.
This home is for autistic young adults
who reside and take care of the beautiful
farmland. We will meet in the alley
behind the church at 1:30 p.m. and can
carpool or drive separately to
Middletown. Directions will be available.
The decorations to be hung and the trees
to decorate are ready on site. So bring
yourself and your holiday spirit to help
make their Hatton Center a warm, festive
place for the Christmas season.
Questions? Ask Karen Shearer.

CALLING ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH!

CALLING ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH!

We need actors, musicians, singers, narrators, ushers and
greeters!

We need actors, musicians, singers, narrators, ushers and
greeters!

The 4th annual Celebration at the Manger program will be held
on December 17th during the 10:00am worship service.

The 4th annual Celebration at the Manger program will be held
on December 17th during the 10:00am worship service.

On the reverse side of this sheet is a list of roles that need to
be filled. Please note your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices and place
your completed form in the “Celebration at the Manger” box in
the Molyneaux Lounge by November 19th.

On the reverse side of this sheet is a list of roles that need to
be filled. Please note your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices and place
your completed form in the “Celebration at the Manger” box in
the Molyneaux Lounge by November 19th.

IMPORTANT DATES:

IMPORTANT DATES:

- Rehearsals (during first half of Sunday School): 11/26,
12/3 and 12/10. The 11/26 Rehearsal is optional since it
falls on a holiday weekend.

- Rehearsals (during first half of Sunday School): 11/26,
12/3 and 12/10. The 11/26 Rehearsal is optional since it
falls on a holiday weekend.

- In addition to the Rehearsal dates, the choir and the
musicians will have one extra rehearsal the week before
the program (date & time TBA).

- In addition to the Rehearsal dates, the choir and the
musicians will have one extra rehearsal the week before
the program (date & time TBA).

- Dress Rehearsal (in Sanctuary): Saturday, December 16,
1:00pm to 2:30pm

- Dress Rehearsal (in Sanctuary): Saturday, December 16,
1:00pm to 2:30pm

- Christmas Program (in Sanctuary): Sunday, December 17,
10:00am

- Christmas Program (in Sanctuary): Sunday, December 17,
10:00am

Parent volunteers are needed and appreciated. If you are
interested in volunteering, please complete the volunteer
section on your child’s form.

Parent volunteers are needed and appreciated. If you are
interested in volunteering, please complete the volunteer
section on your child’s form.

Please note your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices and place your
completed form in the “Celebration at the Manger” box in
the Molyneaux Lounge by November 19th.

Please note your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices and place your
completed form in the “Celebration at the Manger” box in
the Molyneaux Lounge by November 19th.

_____Mary (3rd-5th grader)
_____Joseph (3rd-5th grader)
_____Prophet
_____Emperor Augustus
_____Innkeeper
_____Shepherd
_____Angel
_____Wiseman
_____Animal
_____Musician
_____Narrator (6th-12th grader)
_____Choir
_____Usher (6th-12th grader)
_____Greeter (6th-12th grader)

_____Mary (3rd-5th grader)
_____Joseph (3rd-5th grader)
_____Prophet
_____Emperor Augustus
_____Innkeeper
_____Shepherd
_____Angel
_____Wiseman
_____Animal
_____Musician
_____Narrator (6th-12th grader)
_____Choir
_____Usher (6th-12th grader)
_____Greeter (6th-12th grader)

Child’s name: __________________________________________
Child’s age: ________
Parent’s Name: _________________________________________
Parent’s Phone #: _______________________________________
Parent’s email address: _________________________________

Child’s name: __________________________________________
Child’s age: ________
Parent’s Name: _________________________________________
Parent’s Phone #: _______________________________________
Parent’s email address: _________________________________

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We need Parent Volunteers!

We need Parent Volunteers!

We need parent volunteers to help during the Dress
Rehearsal on Saturday (12/16) and during the program
on Sunday (12/17). If you are interested in helping,
please provide your information below.
Name: __________________________________________________
Phone #:________________________________________________
Email address: _________________________________________

We need parent volunteers to help during the Dress
Rehearsal on Saturday (12/16) and during the program
on Sunday (12/17). If you are interested in helping,
please provide your information below.
Name: __________________________________________________
Phone #:________________________________________________
Email address: _________________________________________

— LOVE IN ACTION —

— LOVE IN ACTION —

The next Community Meal sponsored
by OPC will be Wednesday, November 29
at The Seminary

The next Community Meal sponsored
by OPC will be Wednesday, November 29
at The Seminary

Please signup:
Community Meal Volunteer/Donation

Please signup:
Community Meal Volunteer/Donation

I can help set up at 4:30 p.m._____

I can help set up at 4:30 p.m._____

I can help clean up 6:30-7:30 p.m._______

I can help clean up 6:30-7:30 p.m._______

I can help serve 5:30-6:30 pm________

I can help serve 5:30-6:30 pm________

I can bring:

I can bring:

Stew ______

Stew ______

Soup ______

Soup ______

Bread ______

Bread ______

Salad ______

Salad ______

Dessert _____

Dessert _____

Name: _____________________________________

Name: _____________________________________

Tel. No._____________________________________

Tel. No._____________________________________

E-mail______________________________________

E-mail______________________________________

If you have any questions or wish to sign up,
call or e-mail Bill Fisher at 524-4504
or fisherwf@miamioh.edu

If you have any questions or wish to sign up,
call or e-mail Bill Fisher at 524-4504
or fisherwf@miamioh.edu

If you would like to donate money please indicate
“Community Meal” on your check.

If you would like to donate money please indicate
“Community Meal” on your check.

This insert may be completed and placed in the
offering plate or the Administrative Assistant mailbox.

This insert may be completed and placed in the
offering plate or the Administrative Assistant mailbox.

Cookie Bakers &
Craft Makers

Cookie Bakers &
Craft Makers

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

The Oxford Presbyterian Women present

The Oxford Presbyterian Women present

The Annual Christmas Cookie & Craft Sale

The Annual Christmas Cookie & Craft Sale

On Saturday, December 2, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
at Memorial Church in the Molyneaux Lounge

On Saturday, December 2, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
at Memorial Church in the Molyneaux Lounge

Homemade Cookies and Candies

Homemade Cookies and Candies

SERRV International Gifts
Handmade Crafts

SERRV International Gifts
Handmade Crafts

______ I will bake cookies

______ I will bake cookies

______ I will donate craft items

______ I will donate craft items

______ I will work at the sale or café Saturday, December 2
(circle your choice)

______ I will work at the sale or café Saturday, December 2
(circle your choice)

______ from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

______ from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

______ from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

______ from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Please send this form to the church office or place it
in the offering plate

Please send this form to the church office or place it
in the offering plate

Thank you for your help. Your time and talents benefit mission
work throughout the world all year long.

Thank you for your help. Your time and talents benefit mission
work throughout the world all year long.

Name _____________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________

Telephone _________________________________________

Telephone _________________________________________

Karen Shearer, 523-5934 and Carol Burkhalter, 280-6017.

Karen Shearer, 523-5934 and Carol Burkhalter, 280-6017.

