Special Music Fund and Poinsettias
The Worship and Music Committee of Session hopes to make
each of the worship services as meaningful as possible.
Congregational participation is a crucial ingredient in that
effort. One example of participation is seen in the enthusiastic
response to the opportunities to honor or memorialize others
with the purchase of flowers to enhance the beauty of the
sanctuary throughout the year, particularly at Christmas and
Easter. It has been suggested that opportunity be given to honor
or memorialize others with a gift to the Special Music Fund in
lieu of, or in addition to the purchase of flowers. The Special
Music Fund is for the express purpose of providing a small
honorarium for guest soloists or instrumentalists or musical events not included in the
regular worship and music budget. Contributions to this special fund will be welcome at
any time, but members and friends of the church are invited to make contributions during
the Christmas and Easter seasons. One may designate a person or persons to be
memorialized or honored. Such gifts will be noted in the church bulletin.
Please use the form below to order a flower or contribute to the special music fund. The
number of poinsettias will be limited to the first 40. Checks should be marked for flowers
or the Special Music Fund. The cost of the poinsettias this year will be $16.50

ORDER FORM
_______ Poinsettia (Cost $16.50)

______ Special Music Fund

_______ Donate Poinsettia to Deacons
Dedication to be put in bulletin:
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Paid by check (no.) __________ or Cash _________
Signature ______________________________________________
Last day to order is Wednesday, December 6, 2017
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*HYMN – “There Are Many Ways of Sharing”
(sung to the tune of Come Thou Fount)

Liturgist: Carol Burkhalter
WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

There are many ways of sharing, But God's Spirit gives each one.
There are different ways of caring; It's one Lord whose work is done.
God, whose gifts are overflowing, May we hear you when you call;
Keep us serving, keep us growing For the common good of all.

(Note on image: A commentary on the biblical story of Mary and Joseph as they
would have tried to get to Bethlehem from Nazareth for the census registry and now
in the current historical period they would not have been able to get there due to the
wall surrounding the West Bank. Created by the London street artist Banksy.)

We've been baptized in the waters! We've been given work to do.
When you call your sons and daughters, You give gifts for serving you.
God, we join in celebration of the talents you impart.
Bless each baptized one's vocation; Give each one a servant's heart.

CHIMES

All are blest by gifts you give us; Some are set apart to lead.
Give us Jesus' love within us As we care for those in need.
Give us faith to make decisions; Give us joy to share your Word.
Give us unity and vision As we serve your church and world.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MISSION – Presbyterian Women: Cookie Walk
PRELUDE

“Beautiful Savior”

CHORAL INTROIT

“A Mighty Fortress”

arr. Clay Christiansen
Karle Erickson

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Come, LORD God, to receive our worship.
Come, Lord Jesus, to receive our praise.
Come, Holy Spirit, to receive our thanks.
Come, eternal God, come where we are gathered to
celebrate the justice and peace you enable us to achieve.
Two:

God, you love all people, but you have a special concern for
widows, orphans and the oppressed--all who are needy and poor,
and all who have been wronged by others.

One:

Help us to feed the hungry, to protect the unprotected,
to speak out against wrongs and injustices.

Two:

Lord, we want to be your hands, feet and voice in the world.
Make us bold to insist on justice for the oppressed;
empower us to risk our own well- being in order
to stop our neighbors' suffering.

All:

Come, eternal God, come where we are gathered to
celebrate the justice and peace you enable us to achieve.
Receive our worship and our praise!

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of justice and peace, love and life, we confess that we are
often overcome by the load and persistent voices of fear and anger.
We do not hear the voice of Jesus, which seems but a whisper!
Fear trumpets, “Kill those whom you fear may kill you.
The strong shall inherit the earth and the rich shall forever rule the earth.”
Yet Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of
God.”
Anger proclaims, “Those who live by the sword shall not only live, but
flourish. Might makes right.”
But Jesus says, “Put your sword back in its place,
for all who draw the sword shall die by the sword.”
Fear instructs us, “Forgive no one. Those who wrong you are wrong,
by forgiving them, you excuse the wrong, and only encourage them.”
Yet Jesus warns us, “If you do not forgive people their sins,
God will not forgive your sins.”
Anger declares, “Hate those who hate you: loving those who hate you only
encourages them to take further advantage of you.”
But Jesus asks, “If you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them.”
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Fear shouts out, “Show everyone how strong we are so
they will be afraid to challenge us. This is the way to prosper.”
Yet Jesus asks, “What does it prosper people to gain
the whole world and lose their life?”

SERMON

“Are You Willing to Risk Everything and Follow?”
WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

The voices of anger and fear seem so strong;
the wisdom so alluring; the way so sensible and safe.
Still Jesus tells us that there is another way –
the way of peace and justice,
the way of love and life. When we lack the courage to seek your way,
O God, when fear and anger overwhelms our faith, encourage and
embolden us. Open us, O God, that we may follow the Prince of Peace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*HYMN

“Help Us Accept Each Other”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (sins…sin)
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Grateful Praise”

Carl Nygard, Jr.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Our God is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love.
As high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is God’s love for those who fear God.
As far as the east is from the west, so far has
God removed our transgressions from us.

#754

“For the Healing of the Nations”

#346

*BLESSING
Because the world is poor and starving, go with bread.
Because the world is filled with fear, go with courage.
Because the world is in despair, go with hope.
Because the world is living lies, go with truth.

Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Because the world is sick with sorrow, go with joy.
Because the world is weary of wars, go with peace.

*SHARING THE PEACE

Because the world is seldom fair, go with justice.
Because the world is under judgment, go with mercy.

A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

Because the world will die without it, go with love.

UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God our helper, by your Holy Spirit,
open our minds, that as the Scripture is read,
and your Word is proclaimed, that we may be led into your truth
and taught your will for us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*CHORAL RESPONSE

“God Be with You till We Meet Again”

*POSTLUDE

Trumpet Recessional on “Hanover”

SCRIPTURE

*Please rise in body or in spirit

A reading from Exodus 3:1-22
For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.
Thanks be to God.

Hallelujah, Amen!
William G. Tomer
Franklin D. Ashdown

pg. 48-49
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CALENDAR
Sunday, November 26
9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
10:15 Celebration at the Manger
Rehearsal (Geneva Room)
10:20 Sunday school – only nursery,
and preschool available
11:10 Fellowship in the Molyneaux
Monday, November 27
7:00 Art Class (Seminary)
Tuesday, November 28
10:00 Staff Meeting (Molyneaux)
10:00 DVD Church Showing (Knolls)
Wednesday, November 29
5:30 OPC Community Meal
(Seminary)
6:00 Facilities Planning Team
(Molyneaux)

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Lawrence H. Bartel
Music Director: Kent Peterson
Organist: Lynn Jacobs
Pastor Emeritus: Dr. Joseph R. Hookey
Parish Associate: Rev. Diane Ziegler
Clerk of Session: Julia R. Fisher
Administrative Assistant:
Bridgite Dickerson:
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
Financial Secretary: Mary Martin
finance@oxfordpresbychurch.org
Director/Teacher C.C.N.S.: Sarah Mapel:
ccnsoxfordpreschool@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Nancy Moeckel:
moeckenj@miamioh.edu
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

November 26 - December 3, 2017
Large-print bulletins and hearing
assistance units are available from the
ushers. Please sign the friendship
pads found at the end of the pew and
pass them to your neighbors.

*

OFFICERS OF OPC SESSION

Thursday, November 30
5:00 Mission and Outreach
(Molyneaux)
6:30 APNC Meeting (Molyneaux)
7:00 Youth Group (Youth Room)
7:30 Chancel Choir (Geneva Room)

Class of 2017: Gwen Fears, Kim Logsdon,
Mary Jane Roberts,
Robert Smith, Janet Ziegler

Friday, December 1
3:00 OPW Cookie Walk Setup
Molyneaux

Class of 2019: Jenny Bailer, Lynn Cronk,
Greg Hughes, Nancy Moeckel,
Johanna Reinhart

Saturday, December 2
9:00 Worship and Music Decorating
(Sanctuary)
10:00 Cookie Walk (Molyneaux)
10:00 A.A. (Audio Visual Room)
10:00 Advent Workshop Setup
(Seminary)
5:30 Campus Ministry (Seminary)
Sunday, December 3
9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
10:15 Celebration at the Manger
Rehearsal (Geneva Room)
11:10 Fellowship in the Molyneaux
11:30 Advent Workshop (Seminary)
1:30 Decorating Safe Haven

Class of 2018: Carol Klumb, Amy McGoldrick,
Katie Payne, Deb Sayers,
David Wilson

DEACONS
Class of 2017: Danny Cross, Connie Everhart,
Matt Lykins, Rori Lykins,
Jean O’Connell
Class of 2018: Lee Fisher, Virginia Layton,
Joni Marcum, Karen Shearer
Class of 2019: Carol Burkhalter,
Debbie Davidson,
Janet Holmes, Pat Roberts,
Diane Young
TRUSTEES
Class of 2017: Rick Bailey, Lisa Brunckhorst
Class of 2018: Nick Fears, Tom Holmes
Class of 2019: Keith Payne, Joe Simpson

Oxford Presbyterian Church
Telephone: 513-523-6364
Fax: 513-523-8215
Email: office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
www.oxfordpresbychurch.org

WELCOME VISITORS! We’re so glad
you’re here! As fellow seekers, we
welcome all who wish to learn and grow
with us. Serving others…Following our
Servant Savior, we give our time, talent
and resources to help bring fullness of life
to others. Sharing Christ’s love with
all…Through our words and actions, we
proclaim the unconditional love of Christ.
Filled with joy and hope, we build
relationships across any boundaries that
separate us.”
WELCOME MIAMI STUDENTS! We’re so
glad you’re here! We invite you to make
this church your church home away from
home during your time at Miami.
Greeters: Jim and Billie Maynard
Acolyte: Eric Staley
The Flowers on the communion table are
given by Cia Beal to enjoy the beauty God
has given us.
Mission Partners Prayer List:
Presbytery of the Miami Valley:
First Presbyterian Church, West Liberty
Sister Churches: The First Church of
Zlatoust, Russia and The Seventh Church
of Barranquilla, Colombia

Congregational Prayer Concerns:
Betty Barnhart, Pris Berry, Tracy
DeGood, Bob Douglass, Nancy Gates,
Genee Hesse, Breanna Kinneman,
Betty Reinhart, Jan Reinhart, Marilyn
Rettig, Sarah Soika, Stacey Winn
Email prayer requests to Jean
O’Connell, oconnelljm17@yahoo.com,
call Pat Roberts, 513-255-0549 or
email the church office,
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
* * * * * * * * * * *
Fellowship hour following worship
hosted by Pam Deahl and Cornelia
Browne on behalf of the Worship and
Music Committee.
Welcome Deanna Roberts
Deanna Roberts traveled to Israel/
Palestine in January of 2014, a trip
that provided the necessary spark to
begin the Ordination process to
become a Teaching Elder/Minister of
Word and Sacrament in our
denomination. She is currently in her
final semester of coursework in the
Master of Divinity program at Union
Theological Seminary in the city of
New York (UTS) and is also working
full time at the Burke Library on
Union’s campus as the Circulation
Assistant. For the past two and a half
years she has been concentrating in
Interreligious Engagement with a
particular focus on improving ways
that Christians read and interpret the
Bible so that less harm is done to
other religious traditions. Miss.
Roberts is a graduate of Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary
(LPTS, ’14) and holds an MA in
Religious Thought. She grew up in
Oxford, attending OPC until 2012,
and graduated from Miami University
with a BA in Comparative Religion in
2010. She is excited to share her
learning’s from both LPTS and UTS
with her home congregation.

Youth Group News

Oxford Presbyterian Church
Invites YOU to …

We are excited to officially
announce that we will be
traveling to Charleston,
SC for the 2018 Mission
Trip! We will be serving in
the community from June 17-22, 2018.
This trip is open to students who will be
entering grades 9-12 for the 2018-19
school year. If you are interested in
attending, please contact Mitch Hardy. A
$50 deposit and sign-ups for the
Mission Trip are due Thursday,
November 30. If you have any
questions, feel free to reach out Mitch
Hardy at (513) 907-5641 or
mitchelljameshardy@gmail.com.

Lunch ~ Crafts
Advent Materials
Seminary Building
(white building on the corner
of East Church Street)
Sunday December 3
11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
Pizza, salad and beverage
provided.

Altar flowers are
needed for Dec. 31.
You may sign up on
the calendar which
is located next to
the water fountain
or call Marge Smith
at 523-3895.
Celebration at the Manger

The Loose Ends Knitting Group will
be on sight for those interested in
knitting or receiving instruction
Please R.S.V.P. by November 26
to the Church Office 513-523-6364
or office@oxfordpresbychurch.org

If you've missed any of our
recent church services, join
us in The Knolls Country
Kitchen on Tuesday,
November 28 at 10:00 a.m. All are
welcome, and if anyone needs a ride,
please call Becky Quay at 523-5747.

The Deacons request your donations of
food and money for the Advent Food
Drive. Food and Monetary donations
may continuously be given throughout
Advent.

The children and youth of OPC will be
presenting their annual Christmas
program, Celebration at the Manger, on
Sunday, December 17, at 10:00 a.m. in
the Sanctuary. Please come and enjoy
the performance celebrating the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ!

Journey Through the Bible
Last week's Questions and Answers
• Psalms 120 - 134 were composed for
and sung by pilgrims traveling "up" to
the temple in Jerusalem. Each is
known as a "Song of ______".
(Psalms 120-134 are each known as
a "Song of Ascents".)

Please leave bags of food in the
Narthex and if you prefer to make a
monetary donation, please make a
check out to the Oxford Presbyterian
Church with Advent Food Drive in the
note field or if cash, mark pew
envelope Advent Food Drive. The
Deacon’s will use the money to
purchase food for the Oxford Choice
Food Pantry.
Oxford Choice Food Pantry needs
canned fruit, canned vegetables;
spaghetti sauce, cereal, and peanut
butter. One specific items is meals
in a can (e.g. Chef Boy-Ar-Dee-type
food like ravioli and others,
including Kroger brand). We always
put them in the bags and for some
reason have not been getting as many
as in past years in food drives. Toilet
paper, personal care items like body
wash, deodorant, shampoo and hair
conditioner. New: We are collecting
plastic bags for use in the Oxford
Choice Food Pantry. Please leave
bags in the food pantry box in the
hallway past the offices.
Salvation Army Bellringers

th

Church Service at The Knolls

The Deacon’s Advent Food Drive

There is a need for "Bell
Ringers" during the
Christmas season in support
of the annual Salvation Army
Red Kettle drive. Numerous
1 hour shifts remain available
beginning November 25
through December 24. Simply go to
www.oxfordkiwanis.org, click on
volunteer opportunities, and sign up for
a vacant shift or shifts. All proceeds
are directed the Oxford Family
Resource Center.

• Why was Daniel made governor over
the entire province of Babylon and
the chief in charge of all the
Babylonian wise men? (Daniel was
the only one who correctly
interpreted the dream of King
Nebuchadnezzar - Daniel 2)
Next week's Questions
•

Where was John when he received
the message from Revelation?

•

Which Psalm affirms that the Lord
cares about us, wherever we are?
Decorate Safe Haven Farm

A happy group of
OPC elves are going
to Safe Haven
Farms on Sunday,
December 3 to
decorate their
center for the
Christmas season.
This home is for
autistic young adults
who reside and take care of the beautiful
farmland. We will meet in the alley
behind the church at 1:30 p.m. and can
carpool or drive separately to
Middletown. Directions will be available.
The decorations to be hung and the trees
to decorate are ready on site. So bring
yourself and your holiday spirit to help
make their Hatton Center a warm, festive
place for the Christmas season.
Questions? Ask Karen Shearer.

— LOVE IN ACTION —

— LOVE IN ACTION —

The next Community Meal sponsored
by OPC will be Wednesday, November 29
at The Seminary

The next Community Meal sponsored
by OPC will be Wednesday, November 29
at The Seminary

Please signup:
Community Meal Volunteer/Donation

Please signup:
Community Meal Volunteer/Donation

I can help set up at 4:30 p.m._____

I can help set up at 4:30 p.m._____

I can help clean up 6:30-7:30 p.m._______

I can help clean up 6:30-7:30 p.m._______

I can help serve 5:30-6:30 pm________

I can help serve 5:30-6:30 pm________

I can bring:

I can bring:

Stew ______

Stew ______

Soup ______

Soup ______

Bread ______

Bread ______

Salad ______

Salad ______

Dessert _____

Dessert _____

Name: _____________________________________

Name: _____________________________________

Tel. No._____________________________________

Tel. No._____________________________________

E-mail______________________________________

E-mail______________________________________

If you have any questions or wish to sign up,
call or e-mail Bill Fisher at 524-4504
or fisherwf@miamioh.edu

If you have any questions or wish to sign up,
call or e-mail Bill Fisher at 524-4504
or fisherwf@miamioh.edu

If you would like to donate money please indicate
“Community Meal” on your check.

If you would like to donate money please indicate
“Community Meal” on your check.

This insert may be completed and placed in the
offering plate or the Administrative Assistant mailbox.

This insert may be completed and placed in the
offering plate or the Administrative Assistant mailbox.

Cookie Bakers &
Craft Makers

Cookie Bakers &
Craft Makers

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

The Oxford Presbyterian Women present

The Oxford Presbyterian Women present

The Annual Christmas Cookie & Craft Sale

The Annual Christmas Cookie & Craft Sale

On Saturday, December 2, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
at Memorial Church in the Molyneaux Lounge

On Saturday, December 2, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
at Memorial Church in the Molyneaux Lounge

Homemade Cookies and Candies

Homemade Cookies and Candies

SERRV International Gifts
Handmade Crafts

SERRV International Gifts
Handmade Crafts

______ I will bake cookies

______ I will bake cookies

______ I will donate craft items

______ I will donate craft items

______ I will work at the sale or café Saturday, December 2
(circle your choice)

______ I will work at the sale or café Saturday, December 2
(circle your choice)

______ from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

______ from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

______ from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

______ from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Please send this form to the church office or place it
in the offering plate

Please send this form to the church office or place it
in the offering plate

Thank you for your help. Your time and talents benefit mission
work throughout the world all year long.

Thank you for your help. Your time and talents benefit mission
work throughout the world all year long.

Name _____________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________

Telephone _________________________________________

Telephone _________________________________________

Karen Shearer, 523-5934 and Carol Burkhalter, 280-6017.

Karen Shearer, 523-5934 and Carol Burkhalter, 280-6017.

