Oxford Presbyterian Church
First Sunday after Christmas
Sunday, December 31, 2017

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All:
Liturgist: Pam Deahl

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
(Note on image: Filled with joy this Christmas season, photographer Steve Gifford
gifts us with one more image of creation. He shares that “in addition to being known
for their stunning color, Prothonotary Warblers bring the joy of their melodious song
to the wet woodlands where they reside.” As we prepare to ring in the new year, let
us join the eternal song, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace.”)

As Jesus’ parents were asked to give within their means at the
temple, you ask us to give of our means. We often fail to do this.
Men:

CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“Love Has Come”

setting, David Sims

CHORAL INTROIT

“Love Has Come”

Traditional French melody
Text: Ken Bible

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph,
All:
God is there.

Women: As Anna recognized in Jesus the redemption of her people,
we recognize in Jesus God’s saving grace for us,
yet we often fail to rejoice and to share this good news.
All:

Forgive us, make us wise and joyful and strong
so that we live in the understanding
of your never ending love. Amen.

The scriptures promise that God will make all things new.
As God makes the year new, may we also be made new
by God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus. Amen.

When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms,
God is there.

*SHARING THE PEACE
A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES & LIGHTING THE CHRISTMAS CANDLES

When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple,
God is there.

The moment has finally arrived.
With faith, hope, joy, and love the Light of Christ has come into the world.
Now, the moment presses forward. The weight of longed-for grace
bears down upon a weary world. We know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in labor pains until now.

This very morning,
God is here.
In the future we cannot see,
God is there.
Let us worship God!
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

As Simeon recognized in Jesus the salvation of his people,
we recognize in Jesus’ Way our own healing and wholeness,
yet we often fail to follow.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

When Jesus is presented at the temple,
God is there.

*HYMN

Holy God, we know that you have been present to us
throughout all of history,
even throughout our own histories.
We know you will be with us in our future.
Yet often we don’t live as if we know that.
You ask no more of us than what we can provide.

#143

It is the time when we will count tiny fingers and toes, and say, “How
beautiful are the feet of this little messenger, who brings such an
overwhelming sense of awe, and of peace!”
Let us open ourselves to deep mystery of God’s love made flesh,
and let it come. May Christ be born again among us.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Reveal your presence to us this day,
O God of light, love, and glory.
May the brilliance of your newborn face
illuminate this place
as we dare to proclaim your Word
and may we, your people, be never unable
to tell all of that we have heard. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
A reading from Luke 2:22-35

pg. 55

Homily
Hymn – “What Child Is This” (vs. 1)

#145

A reading from Luke 2:36-38

pg. 55

Homily
*Hymn – “What Child Is This” (vs. 2-3)

#145

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (sins…sin)
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Lully Lullay”

Traditional English Carol
arr. Douglas E. Wagner

First Sunday after Christmas

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN

“On This Day Earth Shall Ring”

#141

*BLESSING
May the God who comes through the child Jesus
bless the child in each of us
and receive the blessings that we return. Amen.
*CHORAL RESPONSE “Will You Come and Follow Me” Traditional Scottish melody
Text: John Bell and Graham Meule
*POSTLUDE

“Joy to the World”
setting, Benjamin M. Culli
(Quoting “Jauchzet, frohlocket!” from J. S. Bach’s Christmas Oratorio)

*Please rise in body or in spirit
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Office Hours: Monday – Friday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

CALENDAR
Sunday, December 31
9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
10:20 Sunday school –
only Nursery, and Preschool
classes available
11:10 Fellowship in the Molyneaux
Monday, January 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR - OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, January 2
7:30

Tuesday Evening Circle
Hostess: Jane Baer

Wednesday, January 3
Thursday, January 4
6:30

APNC (Molyneaux)

7:00

Youth Group (Youth Room)

7:30

Chancel Choir (Geneva Room)

OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Lawrence H. Bartel
Music Director: Kent Peterson
Organist: Lynn Jacobs
Pastor Emeritus: Dr. Joseph R. Hookey
Parish Associate: Rev. Diane Ziegler
Clerk of Session: Julia R. Fisher
Administrative Assistant:
Bridgite Dickerson:
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
Financial Secretary: Mary Martin
finance@oxfordpresbychurch.org
Director/Teacher C.C.N.S.: Sarah Mapel:
ccnsoxfordpreschool@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Nancy Moeckel:
moeckenj@miamioh.edu
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December 31 - January 7, 2017
Large-print bulletins and hearing
assistance units are available from the
ushers. Please sign the friendship
pads found at the end of the pew and
pass them to your neighbors.

*

OFFICERS OF OPC SESSION
Class of 2017: Gwen Fears, Kim Logsdon,
Mary Jane Roberts,
Robert Smith, Janet Ziegler
Class of 2018: Carol Klumb, Amy McGoldrick,
Katie Payne, Deb Sayers,
David Wilson
Class of 2019: Jenny Bailer, Lynn Cronk,
Greg Hughes, Nancy Moeckel,
Johanna Reinhart
DEACONS

Friday, January 5
Saturday, January 6
10:00

A.A. (Molyneaux)

Sunday, January 7
9:00

Chancel Choir Rehearsal

10:00

Worship

10:20

Sunday School

11:10

Fellowship in the Molyneaux

Class of 2017: Danny Cross, Connie Everhart,
Matt Lykins, Rori Lykins,
Jean O’Connell
Class of 2018: Lee Fisher, Virginia Layton,
Joni Marcum, Karen Shearer
Class of 2019: Carol Burkhalter,
Debbie Davidson,
Janet Holmes, Pat Roberts,
Diane Young
TRUSTEES
Class of 2017: Rick Bailey, Lisa Brunckhorst
Class of 2018: Nick Fears, Tom Holmes
Class of 2019: Keith Payne, Joe Simpson

Oxford Presbyterian Church
Telephone: 513-523-6364
Fax: 513-523-8215
Email:
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
www.oxfordpresbychurch.org

WELCOME VISITORS! We’re so glad
you’re here! As fellow seekers, we
welcome all who wish to learn and grow
with us. Serving others…Following our
Servant Savior, we give our time, talent
and resources to help bring fullness of life
to others. Sharing Christ’s love with
all…Through our words and actions, we
proclaim the unconditional love of Christ.
Filled with joy and hope, we build
relationships across any boundaries that
separate us.”
WELCOME MIAMI STUDENTS! We’re
so glad you’re here! We invite you to
make this church your church home away
from home during your time at Miami.
Greeters: Rick and Anne Bailey
Acolyte: Bella Walter
The flowers on the left side of the
communion table are given by Joy Russell
wishing a Happy New Year.
The flowers on the right side of the
communion table are given by Jim and
Billie Maynard in honor and thankfulness
for God on their 64th wedding
anniversary.

Mission Partners Prayer List:
Presbytery of the Miami Valley:
Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Piqua
Sister Churches: The First Church of
Zlatoust, Russia and The Seventh
Church of Barranquilla, Colombia
Congregational Prayer Concerns:
Betty Barnhart, Tracy DeGood, Bob
Douglass, Nancy Gates, Genee Hesse,
Tom Holmes, Breanna Kinneman,
Betty Reinhart, Jan Reinhart, Marilyn
Rettig, Sarah Soika, Dave Wilson,
Stacey Winn
Email prayer requests to Jean
O’Connell, oconnelljm17@yahoo.com,
call Pat Roberts, 513-255-0549 or
email the church office,
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org
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Fellowship hour following worship
hosted by the Deacons.
2017 Pledging Reminder
For the past several
weeks we have been
focused on pledging for
the coming year. We
have had an encouraging
response to date and are
currently building a budget to reflect
projected income for 2018. At this
time, we also need to address
pledging for the current year. We are
within the final month of 2017 and
are operating on a budget built on the
basis of last year’s pledging. Just a
reminder, if you are able, please
complete those pledged 2017
donations by the end of December.

Alternative Christmas Gifts

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL: Children’s
Bible Stories and Activities Books, and
bags are available in the Narthex.
Consider A Special Gift
at the End of the Year
During the past
year we have been
grateful for those
individuals who
chose to make a
special gift to the
Oxford Presbyterian Church. These
gifts address needs not routinely
supported via the operating budget.
As we approach the end of 2017, it is
a good time to consider supporting
additional special funding needs while
benefiting from an associated tax
deduction.
A complete listing of opportunities
available can be obtained in the
church office or contact Bill King
(513-720-7345) for a personal

OPC Office Closed
Monday, January 1, 2018
Open for the rest of the week
Tuesday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Still looking for a Christmas
gift to give the person who
already has everything? A
gift that will help the person
who has nearly
nothing! Donate to the Bethesda Christian
Community Center in your friends or family
member’s name. Your donation will help
furnish the newly completed Center so that
their mission can continue and expand to
provide services for the displaced women
and children in Barranquilla, Colombia.
Beautiful handmade cards are available for
Alternate Giving Donations in the
Molyneaux following worship today.

Journey Through the Bible
Last week's Questions and Answers
 Which book of the prophets is the
source of the quotation used by Paul,
"The righteous live by their faith"?
(Habakkuk 2:4)
 Why will there be no temple in the new
Jerusalem according to John's vision in
Revelation? (The Lord God and the
Lamb will themselves function as the
temple, that is, the place where God
and people meet.)
Next week's Questions
 There are none! We've read through
the entire Bible in one year!! May the
journey continue to inspire and
transform us.

The Deacon’s Christmas Food Drive

The Deacons request your continuous
donations of food and money for the
Christmas Food Drive.
Please leave bags of food in the
Narthex and if you prefer to make a
monetary donation, please make a
check out to the Oxford Presbyterian
Church with Christmas Food Drive in
the note field or if cash, mark pew
envelope Christmas Food Drive. The
Deacon’s will use the money to
purchase food for the Oxford Choice
Food Pantry.
Oxford Choice Food Pantry needs
canned fruit, canned vegetables;
spaghetti sauce, cereal, and peanut
butter. Also, meals in a can (e.g. Chef
Boy-Ar-Dee-type food like ravioli and
others, including Kroger brand). We
always put them in the bags and for
some reason have not been getting as
many as in past years in food drives.
Toilet paper, personal care items like
body wash, deodorant, shampoo and
hair conditioner. Note: We are
collecting plastic bags for use in
the Oxford Choice Food Pantry.
Please leave bags in the food
pantry box in the hallway past the
offices.
2018 Pledge envelopes
are available for pickup
in the Narthex.

* * * * * * * * * * * *
The Tuesday Evening Circle will meet
January 2 at Jane Baer’s home, starting
at 7:30 p.m. Janet Ziegler is the cohostess. Sue Wilson will lead the
program. Jo Reinhart will give the
devotions. Visitors are welcomed.
Contact person is Karen Simpson,
523-8363, k.simpson2007@yahoo.com.
*

* * * * * * * * * * *
Church Service at The Knolls
If you are unable to attend some of our
church services on Sunday mornings, we
have another option for you. Becky Quay
shows recent church services on DVD in
the Country Kitchen at 10:00 a.m. on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month. In
January, it will be shown on the 9th &
23rd. If you would like to join us, but
need a ride, just give Becky a call at 5235747.
* * * * * * * * * * * *
The Tuesday Afternoon Circle meets
January 16 at 1:30 p.m. in The Knolls
Country Kitchen. Study Leader is Pat
Gifford. Please call Lynn Cronk 524-8574
by Friday January 12th for reservations
for the optional $8 noon lunch at the
Knolls. Visitors, guests, and new
members are always welcome.
*

*

* * * * * * * * * *
Habitat for Humanity
Presbyterian Saturday for Habitat, Carter
Circle is January 13. We are committed
for 5 volunteers and lunch for 20. Those
who work should come to the site at 8:30
a.m. Depending on the weather, we will
work until 3:30 p.m. Work will break at
noon for lunch.
Can you help? Please contact Prue Dana
pdana@woh.rr.com

