


 

Welcome, we’re glad you’re here! 
 

We welcome you to join us on a transformative journey. 
 

Seeking God, we strive to know God and love God. 
 

Serving others, we follow our Servant Savior 
to help bring fullness of life to others. 

 

Sharing Christ’s love with all we proclaim the 
unconditional love of Christ filled with joy and hope. 

 

If you are a Miami student, we invite you to make this your 
church home away from home during your time at Miami. 

 
 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 
Sixth Sunday of Easter - Sunday, May 6, 2018 

 
*Please rise in body or in spirit Liturgist:  Joy Russell 

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

God Most High, we gather to honor and glorify you.  
Receive our invitation to dwell with us.  

Enfold us in your presence and  
fill us again with holy awe and mystery.  

We are yours and we claim you as our Lord. Amen. 
 
CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Amy McGoldrick 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION – Per Capita Charles Teckman 
 
PRELUDE “Here in This Place” setting, Mark Sedio 
 
CHORAL INTROIT “Alleluia” Honduran Melody 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 98) 
One: Sing to the Lord a new song, 
All: for marvelous gifts in steadfast love. 
One: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
All: the world and those who live in it. 
One: Let the floods clap their hands 
All: let the hills sing together for joy 
One: the presence of the Lord abounds 
 All: Let us worship God! 
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*HYMN – “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” #65 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

O God, gladly we live and move and have our being in you.  Yet 
always in the midst of this creation-glory, we see sin’s shadow 
and feel death’s darkness: around us in the earth, sea and sky, 
the abuse of matter; beside us in the broken, the hungry, 
and the poor, the betrayal of one another; and often, 
deep within us; a striving against your Spirit. 
O God of love, forgive us that we may forgive one another, 
heal us that we may be people of healing, 
and renew us that we also may be makers of peace. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
(South African, Wild Goose Resource Group) 
 
One: It is not true that this world and its inhabitants 

are doomed to die and be lost; 
All: THIS IS TRUE: FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD 

THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON SO THAT EVERYONE 
WHO BELIEVES IN HIM SHALL NOT DIE, 
BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE. 

One: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, 
hunger, and poverty, death and destruction; 

All: THIS IS TRUE: I HAVE COME THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE, 
AND HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY. 

One: It is not true that violence and hatred shall have the last word, 
and that war and destruction have come to stay forever; 

All: THIS IS TRUE: FOR TO US A CHILD IS BORN, 
TO US A SON IS GIVEN, IN WHOM AUTHORITY WILL REST, 
AND WHO IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 

 
*SHARING THE PEACE 
 
A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES Dick Munson 
 

(Children in Preschool through Grade 8 
are dismissed to class following the children’s message.) 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

Startle us, O God, with your truth 
And open our hearts and our minds to your wondrous love. 
Speak your word to us; 
Silence in us any voice but your own 
And be with us now as we turn our attention, 
Our minds and our hearts to you, 
In Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE 
 

A reading from John 15: 9-17 
 

 Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON “(In)Complete Joy” Rev. Lisa M. Hess 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
ANTHEM “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 traditional African-American spiritual / arr. Craig Carnahan 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (on insert) 
 
OFFERING “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 
 setting, Aaron David Miller 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
*HYMN - “God of Great and God of Small” #19 
 
*BLESSING 

 
*CHORAL RESPONSE “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” Pedro Infante 
 
*POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune on “Cwm Rhondda” arr. Michael Helman  
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Our Stewardship and Finance Committee’s 
goals is committed to communicate financial 
information to the congregation on a 
regularly basis.  
 
Our current focus is per capita. Per capita or 
per head…  is a set amount of money 
(apportionment) per member that 
congregations pay to the larger Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). Every Presbyterian shares 
in the benefit of the larger Presbyterian 
Church’s system of government, so every 
Presbyterian is asked to share the expenses 
associated with coordinating and performing 
the functions of that system.  
 
For 2018, our church’s “per member” 
amount is $45.98.  
 
Presbytery (Connectional Support) portion = 
$35.00. Synod is $3.25. General Assembly is 
$7.73. Total is $45.98. The per capita for 
2018 is based on 350 members (2016’s 

year-end active membership) so our total per capita for 2018 is $16,093. 
 
This per capita is used for the expenses of our PC(USA) mission co-workers, 
General Assembly meetings, leadership development, and new church 
development, to name just a few. 
 
We urge every member to contribution toward your per capita of $45.98 per 
member.  This not only connects you with the work of the church throughout 
the world, then this allows money budgeted to pay the per capita to be used 
instead to support the missions of the OPC.   
 
Per Capita envelopes are available in the narthex or by contacting the church 
office.  And thank you as we seek…serve… and share! 



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE INVITATION 
 
 After the resurrection, Jesus broke bread with his disciples 

at tables and by the seashore.  Every time and every place 
he proclaimed that God’s care knows no bounds.   
We proclaim again the comfort and challenge of 
that witness.  We come to Christ’s table with joy. 

 
One: (Singing) The Lord be with you. 
All: (Singing) And Also with you 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Gracious and glorious God, 
 every bright dawn is a new beginning.  
 On this morning of the Easter season, 
  we know this; death is not the end of the story.  
 

 Today new life is breaking into the world.  
 Like grass through cement.  
 Like sunlight into the deepest cave.  
 Today the hope of the world shines everywhere. 

 
Today the fruit and grain that sprang    

 from the hard ground is shaped into bread  
 and wine for our community, 
 for our communion, for our commissioning. 

 

 Today, God, you give again what  
 you have always given from the beginning; life, 

that great mystery that can never be contained. 
 
Today, as we eat these  
simple and marvelous gifts, 

 energy will be released within us  
 to live the great gift of life.  
 In the rising of Jesus is the rising of us all. 
 
  God, this is food for the hungry and  

drink for the thirsty.  
 And in the great day to come  
 every creature in the whole great creation  
 will have enough. 
 
  And on that day, every one of us will blink  
 in the bright light of a resurrected world  
 where hunger, thirst, violence, 
 and even death itself will be barely a memory.  
 
  It is to live in the hope of that great day  

that you call us.  
 It is to live in the community of that hope  

that you feed us.  
 It is to offer that hope to the world  

that you are with us. 
 
  You give us bread for new life, 
 wine for celebration,  
 each other for community, 
 and yourself for our joy  
 as we sing with the eternal choir: 



All: (Singing)  
Holy, Holy, holy Lord; God of power and might. 

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 
 Hosanna in the highest! 
 
  The bread of our being loved, the wine of our joy, stand as 

reminders that miracles in faith and risk continue to 
happen.  In thanksgiving and remembrance we ask you to 
bless this bread and this wine so that, in sharing them 
together, we shall be your church.    

 
Let us join with one voice in the prayer our Savior taught 
us saying… 

 
  Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD  
 
 As you pass the elements to your neighbor please say: 
  The body of Christ, given for you. 
 (The crackers on the communion plates are gluten free. 

Please hold the element so we can receive it together as a 
symbol of our oneness in Christ.) 

 
 
THE SHARING OF THE CUP 
 
 As you pass the elements to your neighbor please say: 
  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 (Please hold the element so we can receive it together as a 

symbol of our oneness in Christ.  The crackers on the 
communion plates are gluten free.  Help yourself to these if 
you have a gluten allergy.) 

  



Oxford Presbyterian Church 
web page: www.oxfordpresbychurch.org 

Telephone: 513-523-6364          Fax: 513-523-8215 
Email: office@oxfordpresbychurch.org 

 
  

Large-print bulletins and hearing assistance units are available from the 
ushers. Please sign the friendship pads found at the end of the pew 
and pass them to your neighbors. 
 
Greeters: Mark and Debbie DeGennaro 
 
Mission Partners Prayer List: 
Presbytery of the Miami Valley: Oxford Presbyterian Church 
Sister Churches: The First Church of Zlatoust, Russia and 
The Seventh Church of Barranquilla, Colombia 
 
Congregational Concerns: Betty Barnhart, Judy Cross, John Curry, 
Tracy DeGood, Bob Douglass, Nancy Gates, Genee Hesse, Breanna Kinneman, 
Jan Reinhart, Becky Rudolph, Charles Skipper, Sarah Soika, Joan Teckman, 
Dave Wilson, Stacey Winn, Jean Woodruff 
  
Email prayer requests call Pat Roberts, 513-255-0549 or email the church 
office, office@oxfordpresbychurch.org 
  
Fellowship hour following worship hosted by the Peacemaking Committee. 

  
 
MINISTRY NEWS: 
 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Conference: While Pastor Lawrence is away 
participating in the 2018 Mosaic of Peace Conference in Israel & Palestine, we 
eagerly welcome our guest worship leader for this Sunday, the Rev. Lisa M. Hess. 
Rev. Hess, PhD, is a companion, contemplative, spiritual director, scholar, teaching-
elder and poet. She holds the affiliate license for Women Writing for (a) Change in 
Central Ohio, bringing women to words and women's words to the 
world (www.womenwriting-coh.org). She holds other sacred spaces for teaching & 
learning, most visibly at United Theological Seminary in Dayton. Her most recent 
book is A Companionable Way: Path of Devotion in Conscious Love (Cascade, 2017).  
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Mosaic of Peace Pilgrims: Please pray for the pilgrims commissioned as they 
participate in the 2018 Mosaic of Peace Conference in Israel & Palestine through the 
Peacemaking Office of the PC(USA). These pilgrims from the OPC family include - 
Janet Ziegler, Amir Zahoor, Greg Hughes, Angela Trubceac, and Pastor Lawrence. 

As they walk among the ancient stones of the Holy Land, they will also learn from 
the “living stones” as the people of the region are described by Palestinian 
archbishop, Elias Chacour. In Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Nazareth, they will meet 
Israelis and Palestinians from all walks of life. They will dialogue with Jewish Rabbis, 
Palestinian Pastors and Imams. They will engage with those who seek its peace and 
share these stories upon their return. Please pray for them and follow their journey 
at https://www.presbyterianmission.org/swords-plowshares/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/PresbyterianPeacemakingProgram/photos/ 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Church Women United 2018: May Friendship Day will be celebrated today, May 6, 
3 to 4:30 p.m. at the Interfaith Center and the Haven at College at 16 South 
Campus. Janae Arno, Student Care Manager will be our speaker. The theme is 
Reaching for Wholeness. We will learn about ways we can support this program that 
is a national provider of substance use treatment and support services for college 
age young adults. All are welcome. 
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Church Services at the Knolls: If you are unable to attend some of our church 
services on Sunday mornings, we have another option for you.  Becky Quay shows 
recent church services on DVD in the Country Kitchen at 10:00 A.M. on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of each month.  However, in May there is one change. The dates 
are THURSDAY May 10 and Tuesday May 22.  Becky is working the polls on 
Tuesday, May 8 so the first meeting date had to be changed. If you would like to join 
us, but need a ride, just give Becky a call at 523-5747. 
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Habitat: Can you help? Presbyterians are scheduled next to work on the Habitat 
House Saturday May 12, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. We are committed to 5 adults and 
making lunch for 20. See Prue Dana after the service to sign up. 
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Tuesday Afternoon Circle: The Tuesday Afternoon Circle will meet in the Country 
Kitchen at the Knolls on May 15 at 1:30 p.m.  If you can join us for lunch, call Lynn 
Cronk. Please make reservations by Friday May 11.  The lunch is $8 and begins at 12 
noon at the Café.  Our study begins at 1:30 p.m. in the Country Kitchen. 
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Teacher Recognition: Please join us during worship service on Sunday, May 20, as 
we recognize our dedicated Sunday School volunteers. 



2018 Jamieson Award: The Oxford Presbyterian Women are pleased to announce 
that on Sunday May 20, 2018, the S. R. and Luna Weede Jamieson Award will be 
presented to three deserving youth.  Noah Curry, son of John Jr. and Ann Curry, 
Valerie Green, daughter of Matt and Paula Green, and Evan James, son of Steve and 
Angie James. 
 
Pentecost Offering Helps Young People: The Pentecost Offering is traditionally 
received on the day of Pentecost, this year on May 20. It provides a direct way to 
meet the needs of children at risk, youth, and young adults. 
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Sunday School News: May 27 ~ In lieu of Sunday School, “Crafts with Carol” will 
be held in the 3-5th grade classroom for K-8. Preschool/Nursery will be offered in the 
preschool classroom. 
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Mission Co-Worker Visit – Joshua Heikkila: In the May newsletter you may read 
all about the upcoming visit of Josh Heikkila to Oxford over the weekend of May 26-
27. Since 2009, Josh has served in Ghana as a Mission Co-Worker and the PC(USA) 
regional liaison for West Africa. 
 
Visit - https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/ghanaian-congregation-makes-
gift-support-pcusa-mission-co-worker/, to read a recent article about the investment 
that a Ghanaian congregation is making in this mission partnership.  
 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
 
Special Guest for Next 4 Months: Mr. Tim Bredemeier, a senior at Kings High 
School, will be developing a profile of the heritage of the Oxford Presbyterian 
Seminary Church as the focus of his Eagle Scout project.  During the first phase of 
this project Tim will be interviewing church members who were members of the 
Seminary congregation and who are willing to share their stories and memories 
which he may videotape.  In addition, Tim’s activities may involve creation of visual 
historic displays and/or publications which will enhance an understanding of our 
Seminary heritage. It is hoped that his project completion date will coincide with the 
grand reopening of the Seminary building later this summer. 
 
Tim will be working under the guidance of a support team consisting of Arly Allen, 
Chuck Crain, Scott Parkinson, Bill King and Mary Jane Roberts.  You may be 
contacted by Tim or a member of his support team over the next few weeks to share 
your stories and memories.  If you have any questions or contributions you might 
make, please feel free to contact someone on his support team.  Thank you in 
advance for sharing your stories of our rich heritage that will inspire our ministry for 
years to come. 

OPW Retreat: Saturday, June 2nd, 9:00 am to 1:30 pm ~ Western College Lodge 
Program presented by Rev. Melissa Tidwell, Pastor of the Xenia Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Leading Discussion on “Writers, Readers, and Co-Conspirators: 
How we Help Translate Scripture”. 
 
Also, dedication of the PW Birthday Offering, Installation of new OPW officers, 
Singing & Fellowship. Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. provided by evening Circle, Box lunches 
delivered by Miami Catering. Please register by calling Bridgite, Administrative 
Assistant in the church office at 523-6364, $15 covers the cost of the meals and 
retreat. Please turn in reservation fees to the office. Make checks payable to OPW.  
 

Choose your Lunch selection: 
All lunches include potato chips, cookie, & fruit. Choose your sandwich: 
1.  Roast Beef & Cheddar Cheese 2.  Turkey & Swiss Cheese 
3.  Hummus Veggie Wrap 
 
Also choose your Beverage 
1.  Bottled Water 2.  Pepsi Product 
 

Reservation forms also located outside the office and in the Molyneaux.  Please sign-
up by May 25th. Ladies bring your friends, this will be a wonderful opportunity to 
share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday, May 6 
Worship Leader: Rev. Lisa Hess  
  9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
  9:00 MEF (CE Office) 
10:00 Worship 
10:20 Sunday School 
11:10 Fellowship in the Molyneaux 
  3:00 Church Women United 
 Friendship Day 
 (Interfaith Center) 
Monday, May 7 
Tuesday, May 8  
  5:30 W&M (2nd Pastor’s Office) 
  6:30 Trustees (Seminary) 
Wednesday, May 9 
  6:30 Stewardship and Finance 
 (Molyneaux) 
  6:30 Christian Education 
 (2nd Pastor’s Office) 

Calendar 

Pastor: Lawrence H. Bartel Clerk of Session: Julia R. Fisher 

Thursday, May 10 
10:00 Church Showing (Knolls) 
  7:00 Youth Ministry 
 (Youth Room) 
  7:30 Chancel Choir (Geneva) 
Friday, May 11 
  6:00 Moore/Marshall Wedding 
   Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
Saturday, May 12 
  8:30 Faith Build (Carter Circle) 
10:00 A.A. (Molyneaux) 
  4:30 Moore/Marshall Wedding 
 (Sanctuary) 
Sunday, May 13 
Worship Leader: 
Rev. Randall Brakemeyer 
  9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 Worship 
10:20 Sunday School 
11:10 Fellowship in the Molyneaux 
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