Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We welcome you to join us on a transformative journey.
Seeking God, we strive to know God and love God.

Lord, you came to us in the fullness of time.
Forgive us for not opening our eyes to your coming.
It’s time that we prepare for your coming;
it’s time that we prepare for your unending
reign on earth.

Serving others, we follow our Servant Savior
to help bring fullness of life to others.
Sharing Christ’s love with all we proclaim the
unconditional love of Christ filled with joy and hope.
If you are a Miami student, we invite you to make this your
church home away from home during your time at Miami.

Hear us, O gracious God. Amen.

Liturgist: John Bailer
(Image on cover: For Advent, we will be featuring the
photography from our mission journeys to Russia and Colombia.
Today’s image from the 2014 journey to Russia is inspired by this
Sunday’s Advent image of Peace.)
WE GATHER IN GODS NAME
*Please rise in body or in spirit
CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MISSION – Christian Education
PRELUDE
CHORAL INTROIT

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
setting, Lynn L. Petersen
“While We Are Waiting, Come”
Claire Cloninger & Don Cason

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:

Our God is the One who comes to us in a burning bush,
in an angel’s song, in a newborn child.
Our God is the One who cannot be
found locked in the church,
not even in the sanctuary.
Watch . . . for you know not when God comes.
Watch, that you might be found
whenever,
wherever,
God comes.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O loving God, we live as if the light had never
defeated the night in the world or in us.
We confess that we ignore the Christ
you sent to be among us, to be in us.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the good news:
Jesus, savior from sin, is present with us
in the painstaking work of the Reign of God
bringing peace, rebuilding our relationships,
restoring our joy.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen.
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Speak to us, Lord.
Speak to us in the waiting, the watching,
the hoping, the longing,
the sorrow, the sighing, and the rejoicing.
Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days,
and walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
A reading from Luke 1:68-79
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON – "The Songs of Advent:
Stunned into Silence. Prepared to Sing.”

*HYMN – “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”

A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES & LIGHTING THE ADVENT
CANDLE
Advent is the time of waiting and anticipation
as we prepare to welcome Jesus into our
hearts and lives once more.
Like a family prepares a home for the arrival of a baby,
we prepare our hearts for the arrival of
God’s own beloved Child.

OFFERING

John, the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth
appeared in the wilderness proclaiming,
“One who is more powerful than I is coming after me;
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie
the thong of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water,
but that One will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
John prepared the way in the wilderness.
We prepare the way in our hearts.
On this second Sunday of Advent,
we re-kindle the candle named Hope.
Today we light the candle named Peace.
May this light shine to remind us
that God is the Hope and Peace
that can never be extinguished. Amen.

Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish the darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.
Children in Preschool through Grade 8 are dismissed to
class following the children’s message.)

Pastor Lawrence
& Pastor Marc

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

*SHARING THE PEACE

(As the candles of Faith and Hope are lit, and the
congregation sings vs. 2 of “Light One Candle
to Watch for Messiah” #85.

Let us worship God!
*HYMN – “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined
to the Christmas season and do not yearn
for his birth each moment in our waiting hearts.
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
traditional French melody / arr. Larry Shackley
Shelby Murray, clarinet soloist
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN – “There's a Star in the East”

#135

*BLESSING
Let us go forth with eyes to see and
ears to hear and voices to proclaim –
In the sharing of the gospel: Christ!
In the work of justice: Christ!
In good news for the poor: Christ!
In the vision of peace: Christ!
Thanks be to God! Amen!
*CHORAL RESPONSE
*POSTLUDE

“Prepare”

Joseph M. Martin

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
arr. Roberta Rowland-Raybold

****************************************************
Large-print bulletins and hearing assistance units are available
from the ushers. Please sign the friendship pads found at the
end of the pew and pass them to our neighbors.
Greeters: Cia Beal and Susan Lipnickey
Advent Wreath Candle Lighters:
Rachel Mehl, Mary Niehoff and Ruth Keebler
Congregational Concerns: Betty Barnhart, John Curry,
Tracy DeGood, Bob Douglass, Nancy Gates, Genee Hesse,
Breanna Kinneman, Ruth Miller, Jan Reinhart, Becky Rudolph,
Sarah Soika, Joan Teckman, Dave Wilson, Stacey Winn,
John and Jean Woodruff

Email prayer request to Janet Holmes, holmest2@frontier.com,
call Pat Roberts, 513-255-0549 or email the church office,
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org.
Fellowship hour following worship hosted by Matt Lykins on behalf
of the Deacons.
****************************************************
MINISTRY NEWS
We welcome the Miami University Tuba Quartet today.
Immediately following the service, quartet members Brady Miller,
Grayson Myers, Lenox Emmert and Thomas Doerflein will play a
holiday sampler of seasonal favorites and carols here in the
Sanctuary. Come join the fun!
Oxford Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Tea: Please join us
TODAY, December 9 at 2:30 p.m. in the Molyneaux Lounge. Jean
Derickson will lead us in the carol sing. Karen Simpson will read a
Christmas Story. All are invited to attend!
Church Services at The Knolls: December church services on
DVD will be shown at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 11 and
Thursday, December 27 (Christmas falls on the 4th Tuesday). As a
special treat, Pastor Lawrence and Pastor Marc will be joining us
for worship and fellowship. Please call Becky Quay at 523-5747 if
you need a ride.
Celebration at the Manger: Sunday, December 16, he children
and youth of Oxford Presbyterian Church will present the fifth
annual Celebration at the Manger program during the 10:00 a.m.
worship service.
Nativity on Film: “How do you picture the birth of Christ”? For
over a hundred years filmmakers have been imagining the
Nativity in a variety of styles and settings. Watching these films
can enrich our devotional meditations during this Advent season,
as well as giving us insight into the artistic and cultural changes
that have taken place in the last century. Join us at the new
Seminary Cinema Wednesday, December 19 for “The Nativity on
Film”, a presentation by Miami University Librarian Matt Benzing
featuring clips from over a dozen movies from around the world.
Lift your voices! Join in the Chorus! Sing Hallelujah!
Come, be a part of a lively holiday evening! All are welcome! Our
annual caroling excursions to the Knolls, Woodland Manor and
homes of others who can’t get to worship services will take place
on Friday, December 21 from 5:00 to approximately 7:00. We
will meet at the Seminary promptly at 5:00 and then break into
groups…we will need plenty of cars/drivers! The Youth will join us
before their lock-in that same evening! We have song books,
bells, and lots of enthusiasm!
Returning to the Seminary, we will have a pizza dinner together,
thanks to Membership, Fellowship, and Evangelism Committee.
Also included, the famous LaRosa’s chocolate chip cookies!!
Be a part of this meaningful holiday event! Please sign up after
worship on Dec. 9th or 16th in the Lounge, or call/text Pat Gifford
at 513-255-5416. This will help us plan groups and numbers for
dinner!!

Advent Calendars & Devotionals
Advent began Sunday, December 2.
This rich and meaningful season prepares us for the celebration of
Jesus’ birth at Christmas. Advent is a time of expectant waiting
for the good news of great joy. Yet for too many in our culture,
Advent is forgotten in our rush to attend festive parties and
purchase special gifts.
From Advent Calendars to Devotionals, a variety of resources for
the season are available for all ages of our OPC family in the
narthex and lounge.

Second Sunday
of Advent

Or if you prefer to follow an online devotional, then Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary has a resource for you. As part of the
PC(USA), Pittsburgh Theological Seminary offers a daily Advent
devotional through this link – http://www.pts.edu/devotional_1
Christmas Eve Service: Celebrate the incarnation of our Lord
Jesus Christ with your church family at 7:00 p.m. on Monday,
December 24 at the Candlelight Christmas Eve Service!
Backpack Food Program: Many children who receive free and
reduced-price school meals are left without the nutrition they
need on the weekends and holiday breaks.
The Backpack Program, a partnership between St. Mary’s and the
Shared Harvest Food Bank, aims to reduce this nutrition gap by
discreetly supplying 175 students from Kramer, Bogan and
Marshall schools with a bag of food each Friday throughout the
school year.
The cost to sponsor one student for a year is $50, though any
amount is welcome. Checks can be made to Oxford Presbyterian
Church with “Backpack Food” in the memo line.
This is a Mission and Outreach Committee collaboration with St.
Mary’s as we address local food insecurity. Any questions, please
contact St. Mary’s at 523-2153.

Sunday, December 9, 2018

Altar Flower Calendar: A new calendar for Altar Flowers for
2019 has been placed near the water fountain next to the
Molyneaux Lounge and is ready for entries. Thank you for a great
2018 year. People were so generous to help when we needed
altar flowers.
Kiwanis Bell Ringers: There is still a need for Bell Ringers
during the Christmas Season in support of the annual Salvation
Army Red Kettle drive. Numerous 1-hour shifts remain available.
Simply go to www.oxfordkiwanis.org, click on volunteer
opportunities, and sign up for a vacant shift or shifts. All proceeds
are directed to the Oxford Family Resource Center.
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Oxford Presbyterian Church
for a full ministry calendar, please visit:
https://oxfordpresbychurch.org/calendar/
Lawrence H. Bartel, Pastor
Marcel van Bulck, Associate Pastor
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