
 
 

Welcome, we’re glad you’re here! 
We welcome you to join us on a transformative journey. 

Seeking God, we strive to know God and love God. 
Serving others, we follow our Servant Savior 

to help bring fullness of life to others. 
Sharing Christ’s love with all, we proclaim the 

unconditional love of Christ filled with joy and hope. 
If you are a Miami student, we invite you to make this your 

church home away from home during your time at Miami. 
 
 
Jack Liles, Guest Conductor Liturgist:  Nancy Parkinson 
 
 
("Image on cover: A level plain near the Sea of Galilee perhaps 
not so different from the one where Jesus might have preached in 
this morning's Scripture reading.") 
 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit  
 
CHIMES 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION – Honored Woman Award Jo Reinhart 
 
PRELUDE “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” 
 arr. David P. Dahl 
 
CHORAL INTROIT “Come, Let Us Joyfully Sing” 
 Allen Pote 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Jeremiah 17:5-8  
 
One: When we trust in God, when our trust is God,                             
All: We are like a tree planted by water. 
 

Our roots go deep, we are ever-green; 
even in a drought we are not anxious, 

 
         but bear fruit, full and beautiful, 

gifts of the God who made us. 
 
*HYMN – “Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain” #193 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
1 John 1:8; Jeremiah 17:7; Luke 6:20-22 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 
So, let us be honest and confess what separates us 
from God and our neighbors, trusting in God’s 
constant desire to forgive and renew. 
 

Merciful God, your call to discipleship is demanding. 
You call us to reorder our lives by the kingdom you 
are bringing in Jesus Christ. 
 
Yet we still pass by the ones you especially notice: 
People who are poor and hungry; people who weep.  
We have not stood with those who are 
hated, bullied, and excluded. 
 
Comfortable with the way things are, 
we are too complacent, even complicit 
with injustice and prejudice. 
Forgive us, O God, and turn us back to your gospel.  
We pray this now, for our sake, and for the sake of 
your world; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
1 Corinthians 15:14, 17 
 

Because Christ has been raised from the dead, 
sin and death do not have the last word! 
Our faith is not in vain! 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
we are forgiven and set free to live for God and neighbor. 
Thanks be to God! 
Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE 
 
A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  
 

(Children in Preschool through Grade 8 
are dismissed to class following the children’s message.) 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 
UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Speak with authority in our lives, Christ. 
 
Speak to us, and to what is in us, 
so that we might be whole. 
 
Speak to us, with love, 
with hope and with strength, 
so that we might hear you, 
and know, deep inside, 
that we are your people, 
and that you are our God.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE  

A reading from Luke 6:17-26    
   

 Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE – “The Stories We Live: Sacred Woes” Pastor Marc 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
*HYMN – “Because You Live, O Christ” #249 

OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Down to the River to Pray” 
 Traditional, arr. Sheldon Curry 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
*HYMN – “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” #234 
 
*BLESSING 
Jeremiah 17:8; Psalm 1:1, 6; 
Luke 6:20-26; 1 Cor. 15:17-19 
 

May you be like trees planted by water 
who yield your fruit in its season, 
watched over and protected by God. 
 
May the blessing of God, 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit 
nourish and sustain us, 
surprise and reorder us, 
and strengthen us in faith and hope 
for this life and the life to come. 
Thanks be to God now and forever. Amen. 

     
*CHORAL RESPONSE “A Parting Blessing” 
 J. Jerome Williams 
 
*POSTLUDE Trumpet Rondo 
 Fenton Groden 
 
 **************************************************** 
Large-print bulletins and hearing assistance units are available 
from the ushers. Please sign the friendship pads found 
at the end of the pew and pass them to our neighbors. 
 
Greeters: Rick and Anne Bailey 
 
Acolyte: Gabriel Jones 
 
The flowers on the communion table are given by Larry and 
Kathy Hardy for their 54th wedding anniversary. 
 
Congregational Concerns: Betty Barnhart, Jean Butterfield, 
John Curry, Tracy DeGood, Mel and Jean Derickson, Bob 
Douglass, Nancy Gates, Genee Hesse, Breanna Kinneman, Ruth 
Miller, Jan Reinhart, Becky Rudolph, Sarah Soika, Joan Teckman, 
Dave Wilson, Stacey Winn, John and Jean Woodruff 
 
Email prayer request to Janet Holmes, holmest2@frontier.com, 
call Pat Roberts, 513-255-0549 or email the church office, 
office@oxfordpresbychurch.org. 
 
Fellowship hour following worship hosted by Katie Payne and Sue 
Skillings on behalf of Stewardship & Finance Committee. 

 
 **************************************************** 

MINISTRY NEWS 
 
Tuesday Afternoon Circle: The Tuesday Afternoon Circle will 
meet on February 19 at 1:30 p.m. in the Country Kitchen. Visitors 
and guests are always welcome. 

mailto:holmest2@frontier.com
mailto:office@oxfordpresbychurch.org


March Newsletter: Don't miss the March newsletter 
deadline, please submit all articles to Nancy Moeckel 
(moeckenj@miamioh.edu) by Wednesday, February 20.  
 
Greyfriars Bobby – Seminary Cinema: Join us Sunday, 
February 24 in the Sanctuary of the Seminary Church for this film 
for ALL ages. This handicap accessible facility is located at the 
corner of Church and Poplar at 104 E. Church St. Pre-film 
discussion begins at 3:30 p.m. Film starts at 4 p.m. 
 
MEF Hosts Food, Fun & Fellowship!!! Everyone is welcome to 
join us for a potluck February 24, following the Sunday Seminary 
Cinema family-friendly movie, Greyfriars Bobby. The potluck is a 
revival of the Supper Club once held regularly at the seminary 
building. Bring your crock pot creation, side dishes, or dessert to 
the Seminary kitchen prior to the movie. 
 
The Honored Woman Award 2019: Each year, Oxford 
Presbyterian Women present the Honored Woman Award to one 
or two women who have faithfully, willingly, and joyfully given 
their time and talents to the work of the church. Please consider 
thoughtfully any woman in our congregation whom you admire for 
their organizational skills, ability to lead or teach, willingness to 
participate regardless of task, and dedication to assisting those in 
need. Then write a letter of nomination detailing her work and 
send it to Jo Reinhart at jreinhart16@woh.rr.com, or mail it to 
175 Stone Creek Drive, Oxford OH 45056. 
 
The deadline for submissions is March 1, 2019. 
 
World Day of Prayer: All are invited to attend the Church 
Women United World Day of Prayer, Sunday, March 3, 3:00 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at Oxford United Methodist Church, 14 N. Poplar. 
 
Join in an exploration of Spiritual Practices during Lent 
What is a Christian Spiritual Practice? 
A Daily Spiritual Practice establishes a foundation upon which we 
can build a new perspective of life and our role in the experiences 
of life. A Daily Spiritual Practice deepens and expands the 
awareness of our connection to our Source, and is any regular and 
intentional activity that establishes, develops, and nourishes a 
personal relationship with the Divine in which we allow ourselves 
to be transformed. 
 
Presenters needed! 
Do you have an interest in, or experience with a particular 
spiritual practice such as Ignatian Examen, Taizé and Taize 
Chants, Music as Spiritual Practice, Jesus Prayer, Yoga, Using 
Technology as a Spiritual Practice, or another practice? Consider 
leading a Sunday afternoon session on one of these dates! 

• March 10 
• March 24 (labyrinth at Seminary) 
• April 14 

  
Contact Jenny Bailer, 255-6973, jbailer006@gmail.com to reserve 
your date and topic.  

 
Save the Date! The youth are hosting their annual Fat Tuesday 
Pancake Dinner fundraiser on March 5, 5:00-7:00 p.m., at the 
Seminary building. Tickets will be sold after worship service on 
February 24 and March 3. $5/person or $20/family. 
 

Choral Concert: On Tuesday, March 12, the Miami University 
Chamber Singers, William Bausano, conductor, and the Miami 
University Collegiate Chorale, Jeremy D. Jones, conductor, will be 
performing Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem, and other sacred works by 
Brahms, Duruflé, and Mendelssohn. The performance will take 
place in Kumler Chapel on Miami’s Western Campus at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Spirit of Scotland: The Spirit of 
Scotland, an eight-day guided 
tour exploring our sacred 
heritage, led by Pastor Lawrence 
Bartel and Rev. Jim Wallace. 
Ecumenical and welcoming, 
interested friends and 
neighboring congregations are 

invited to join us in May 2020 for this exciting spiritual journey. 
 
A brochure, with the dates, itinerary, costs, booking form, and 
credit card payment information, is available on the OPC 
homepage: https://oxfordpresbychurch.org. Click on “Spirit of 
Scotland” under News, Events, and Calendar. 
 
Informational Meeting: Sunday, March 10, immediately 
after the service in the Molyneaux Lounge. 
 
Inquiries can be addressed to the following: 
Rev. Lawrence Bartel, pastorlawrence@oxfordpresbychurch.org, 
(315) 369-5225; Ellen Buerk, ebuerk@hotmail.com, or Will 
Hazleton, hazletwa@miamioh.edu, (513) 461-1812 
 
Altar Flowers: Altar flowers are needed for March 15th and 31st. 
Please sign up on the Flower Calendar next to the Molyneaux 
Lounge or contact Marge Smith (523-3895). Cost is $20. It can be 
put in an offering envelope, labelled with name and purpose. 
 
Kirkmont Sunday at Oxford Presbyterian Church: Join us on 
Sunday, March 17, to learn about the impact Kirkmont has on 
Youth that attend camp during the summer. Amanda Arks will be 
giving reflections on the transfiguration of Jesus and how 
Kirkmont Center shaped her own and others transfiguration. After 
service we will be having an informational meeting about summer 
camp 2019, in the 3rd-5th grade Sunday School classroom. All 
are welcome to the meeting. There are camps for all ages; 
children, adults, and families. Come join us to learn more about 
programming, dates, rates, and any other questions you might 
have! If you are unable to attend and would like more 
information, contact our Youth Director, Jake Smithers, 
at youth@oxfordpresbychurch.org. 
 
Sunday School: Teachers needed for April and May! If 
interested, please contact Jenn Walter at (513) 593-4883 or 
jenn.walter@maimioh.edu. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
Oxford Presbyterian Church 

for a full ministry calendar, please visit: 
https://oxfordpresbychurch.org/calendar/ 
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