Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We welcome you to join us on a transformative journey.

But here before the mystery of death defeated,
of broken folk made whole,
and mighty powers quite broken,
we know now that we have so much to learn.
Christ, have mercy on us.

Seeking God, we strive to know God and love God.
Serving others, we follow our Servant Savior
to help bring fullness of life to others.
Sharing Christ’s love with all we proclaim the
unconditional love of Christ filled with joy and hope.
If you are a Miami student, we invite you to make this your
church home away from home during your time at Miami.
*Please rise in body or in spirit

Liturgist: Grady Holmes

(Image on cover – Children streaming into the Seminary Church,
date unknown)
WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
HONORED WOMAN AWARD – Oxford Presbyterian Woman
PRELUDE

Soli Deo Gloria
setting, Timothy Shaw

CHORAL INTROIT

“Come All You People”
Alexander Gondo

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 148)
One:
All:

The Lord’s steadfast love is everywhere around us.
All of creation sings God’s praises!
In friendship restored,
in relationships reconciled,
in love refreshed.
God’s steadfast love is everywhere around us.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We thought we had heard it all,
dear God; we thought we knew.
The stories in scripture; the words of our faith;
the greatest commandment;
we thought dear God, we knew!
But here, before the mystery again of a grave
that is empty and a Savoir forgiving,
we know now that we have so much to learn.
Christ, have mercy on us.
We thought we had heard it all,
dear Lord; we thought we knew.

We thought we had heard it all, dear Spirit;
we thought we knew.
The way of the world;
the ebb and flow of armed conflict
and international finance;
the endless tide of refugees
and the awfulness of hate;
we thought, dear Spirit, we knew!
But here before the mystery again
of a word of peace and salvation
and the promise, suddenly,
of a new order of creation in place of the old,
tired, familiar scene,
we know now that we have so much to learn.
Christ, have mercy on us.
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
After the resurrection dismantled everything
the disciples thought they knew,
Jesus met his friends and said to them,
Peace be with you.
Christ is present with us,
as real as flesh and bone:
present out of love for all creation.
Present to say to all, “Peace be with you.”
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen!
*SHARING THE PEACE
Question for Intentional Engagement
(sharing for 7 minutes)

May the Lord’s love be present to us in this time together,
that Jesus’ presence might be known through us
in all the earth. Amen!
*HYMN – “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks”

The stories of a people transformed into a church;
our place in the scheme of things;
we thought, dear Lord, we knew!
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How do you think God has called you in this time
and place?
For further reflection if you have time to share:
Who helped you come to hear God's call?
A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
Recognition of Graduates & Sunday School Teachers
(Children in Preschool through Grade 8
are dismissed to class following the children’s message.)
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Resurrecting Lord, you conquered death and opened
the gates of life everlasting. In the power of the
Holy Spirit, raise us with Christ, open our ears and
loosen our tongues that we, too, may proclaim your
love, healing, and peace to the nations. Amen

SCRIPTURE
A reading from Acts 11:1-18
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
HOMILY – “The Call You Cannot NOT Take”

Pastor Lawrence

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD
*HYMN – “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”
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Question for Intentional Engagement
(sharing for 7 minutes)
How do you think God has called you in this time
and place?
For further reflection if you have time to share:
Who helped you come to hear God's call?
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Invitation
Questions of the New Members: Matt Benzing,
Savannah Hofer, Bill Jenkins, Judy Schiller,
Welcome and Reception
One: Let us, the members of Oxford Presbyterian Church,
express our welcome and affirm
our mutual ministry in Christ.
All: We welcome you with joy in the common life
of this church. We promise you our friendship
and prayers as we share the hopes and labors
of the church of Jesus Christ.
By the power of the Holy Spirit may we
continue to grow together in God’s knowledge
and love and be witnesses of our risen Savior.
Amen!
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (sins…sin)
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“When We All Get to Heaven”
Hewitt/Wilson

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN – “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”
(vs. 1-2, 4-5)
*BLESSING
Though we are many,
Christ makes us one.
Christ draws all things together
both in heaven and on earth.
So go in the name of Christ
to bless and be blessed
Alleluia! Amen!
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*CHORAL RESPONSE
*POSTLUDE

“You Shall Go Out with Joy”
Staurt Dauermann
Toccata Postlude on Beethoven Themes
Christopher Uehlein

MINISTRY NEWS
Sunday School News: Today is the last day of our regular
Sunday school classes. Next Sunday, Carol Klumb will be hosting
"Crafts with Carol" during the Sunday school hour. Our Summer
Sunday School program begins June 9.

****************************************************
Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers. Please sign
the friendship pads found at the end of the pew and pass
them to our neighbors.

Teacher Recognition / 2019 Jamieson Award: Today during
worship we recognize our dedicated Sunday School volunteers,
High School and College Graduates. Congratulations to Austin
Lake and Rori Lykins, recipients of the 2019 Jamieson Award.

Greeters: Steve and Prue Dana

Newsletter: May 20 is the June/July newsletter deadline. Please
submit articles to Nancy Moeckel: moeckenj@miamioh.edu.

Acolyte: Oliver Rice
The flowers on the communion table are given by Cal and Carol
Klumb in honor of our graduates. Best wishes and blessings.
Congregational Concerns: Betty Barnhart, Jean Butterfield,
John Curry, Mel & Jean Derickson, Bob Douglass, Nancy Gates,
Genee Hesse, Breanna Kinneman, Ruth Miller, Jan Reinhart,
Becky Rudolph, Sarah Soika, Joan Teckman, Dave Wilson,
Stacey Winn, John & Jean Woodruff
Email prayer request to Janet Holmes, holmest2@frontier.com,
or email the church office, office@oxfordpresbychurch.org.
Fellowship Hour hosted by the Peacemaking Committee and
Carol Klumb. Please join us in the lounge for special cakes to honor

our graduates and thank our teachers.

********************* (tear here) ********************
Tear this portion of your bulletin and place in the offering plate
or Administrative Assistant mailbox.
Community Table
Every fifth Wednesday, Oxford Presbyterian Church hosts
the weekly Community Table. Our next opportunity to respond
to food insecurity in the Oxford community will be on Wednesday,
May 29th at 5:30 p.m. in the Seminary Church at 104 E. Church
St. (white church on the corner of Church and Poplar)
Volunteers needed to:
Help setup at 4:30 p.m. _____ Help serve 5:30-6:30 p.m. _____
Help clean up 6:30-7:30 p.m. _____
I can bring:
Dinner Salad (Ham, Tuna fish, pasta, you name it) ____________
Bread ____ Dessert _____
Name: ______________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ Email _____________________
Call or email Bill Fisher at 524-4504 or fisherwf@miamioh.edu if
you can help. Any dry goods for the dry goods pantry are also
accepted.

Fifth Sunday
of Easter

CCNS Graduation: Monday, May 20, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Memoria Sanctuary, 12 young graduates of the CCNS will be
celebrated! Everyone is invited to share in this fun event.
Tuesday Afternoon Circle: The Tuesday Afternoon Circle
will meet on May 21 at 1:30 p.m. in The Knolls Country
Kitchen. Visitors and guests are always welcome.
Church Services at The Knolls: Recent Church Services are
shown on DVD in the Activity Room in the Healthcare wing at The
Knolls at 10:00 a.m. Join us Thursday, May 23rd.
Youth Lock In: In celebration for the end of the school year,
we’ll be having a lock in on Friday, May 24th. We’ll meet at the
Memorial Church at 9:00 p.m. and pick up will be at the Seminary
Church on Saturday, May 25th at 8:00 a.m.
OPW - Women’s Retreat: Ladies, Let’s “Unplug and Retreat” to
a peaceful farm at 6381 Todd Rd. (Cloudland Retreat Center),
June 1, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Take this time to listen to God
speaking to you through the Word, Nature, and Art.
Reservations are due May 26 Retreat cost is $15.00. Sign-up
online: https://forms.gle/q8gK1Sy3hmVbxLCo9. Email or mail
your reservation to Jean O’Connell, oconnelljm17@yahoo.com,
1277 Elizabeth Dr., Hamilton OH, 45013 or email Ginny Layton,
laytonvh@miamioh.edu. Jean O’Connell is the contact person.

Sunday, May 19, 2019

Historic Hopewell Worship: Sunday, June 2nd worship service
will be held at Historic Hopewell Church at 9:30 a.m. (NO 10:00
a.m. service at OPC / No Sunday School).
Seminary Church Worship: We will gather in the Seminary
Church for worship next Sunday, May 26. In preparation for
worship at that time, we encourage you to read the Scripture
passage and reflect on what God’s word might be to you through
the following questions:
Scripture: Acts 16:9-15
When have you felt God calling you through prayer, other people,
music, dreams or a sudden insight?
For further reflection:
• Did this call require you to cross over to a new frontier?
• How have challenges and struggles shaped your calling?
• How has your calling changed over the seasons of your life?
******************************************************
Oxford Presbyterian Church
for a full ministry calendar, please visit:
https://oxfordpresbychurch.org/calendar/
Lawrence Bartel, Pastor
Marcel van Bulck, Associate Pastor
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