Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We welcome you to join us on a transformative journey.
Seeking God, we strive to know God and love God.
Serving others, we follow our Servant Savior
to help bring fullness of life to others.
Sharing Christ’s love with all we proclaim the
unconditional love of Christ filled with joy and hope.
If you are a Miami student, we invite you to make this your
church home away from home during your time at Miami.
*Please rise in body or in spirit

Liturgist: Leanne Staley

(Image on cover: July’s Stewardship Focus on Mission and
Outreach. See "Ministry News" for more information)
CHIMES
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MISSION – 2019 Mission in Russia
PRELUDE

“Presto” from Sonata No. 1 in G Minor
for Solo Violin, BWV 1001
J.S. Bach / Maureen Hickey, soloist

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 30)
One:

All:

In the stillness of the morning,
in the calm of the night,
in the hush and the pulse of all that surrounds us,
we call on you, O God.

Holy One, the Apostle Paul encouraged the
Galatians not to grow weary,
but to use every opportunity to work
for the good of all.
And yet, hectic schedules,
competing demands, cynicism, and doubt
erode our commitment and leave us
feeling burned out.
Forgive us for any hollow excuses
we are tempted to make
and heal us of our exhaustion.
Forgive us and heal us, O God.
O God, we confess that, like the warrior Naaman,
we sometimes think you only perform great
complicated acts in flashy and dramatic ways.
We then fail to see how you are at work
in the simple tasks and ordinary experiences
of everyday life.
Forgive us for our misunderstanding and
heal us of our sightlessness.
Forgive us and heal us, O God. Amen.

Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Amen!
*SHARING THE PEACE
A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
2019 Mission in Russia Commissioning
(Children in Preschool through Grade 5
are dismissed to class following the children’s message.)

And so we take this moment to pause
and to praise you;
leaning back into your open arms,
inclining our ears to hear your voice
as it moves amongst us,
opening our eyes to behold your grace
in every surrounding face

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(Inspired by Luke 10, Galatians 6 and 2 Kings 5)
O God, we know that Jesus sent out his disciples
without purse, luggage, or sandals.
All too often, we find ourselves clinging to
possessions we don’t need,
looking for safety by avoiding risk,
and bearing heavy burdens that slow us down.

SERMON – “A Great Power”

UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Lord, open our hearts and minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the scriptures are read
and your Word is proclaimed,
we may hear with joy
what you say to us today. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
A reading from 2 Kings 5:1-14
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor Lawrence

July's Reflection Questions for the Myrtle Collaboration Journals
• What does the world need of me?
• Where does my life meet a need in the world?
WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD
*HYMN – “This is My Song” (vs. 1-2)
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
THE INVITATION
One: Loving God,
you who always provide for us our daily bread:
All:
we give you thanks for the many ways
we experience your presence with us.
In a time of great fear
you sent Jesus into our world,
to proclaim in word and deed
your love for all people.
Even when the world tried to silence
that message, still you declared
it would sound through eternity.
And so, as Pentecost people,
we gather at this table
to have our spirits renewed,
our hearts strengthened,
our longings fed.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
There is no pain that Jesus Christ cannot heal.
There is no wrong that God cannot forgive.
Come, immerse yourselves in the
healing waters of the Spirit’s forgiveness.
Come and be restored. Let God make you whole.

We call on you knowing that you have
already met us here.
We call on you believing that you have
already brought us here.
We call on you knowing that you will carry us,
we who carry so much.

*HYMN – “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

Forgive us for our reluctance to travel lightly and
heal us of our pain and guilt.
Forgive us and heal us, O God.

One:
All:

(Singing) The Lord be with you.
(Singing) And Also with you
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give you thanks, wondrous Lord,
for the mystery of creation, for the miracle of life,
and for seeds of renewal you plant deep
within all living things.
We praise you that you continue to create
and recreate forever,
mending what is broken,
and making all things new.
Remembering Jesus,
we offer you our love, our praise,
and our thanksgiving in joy and suffering,
in sickness and health,
in union with Christ in life and death.
By your Spirit anoint us for a ministry of care,
that we who have known your healing touch
may share your love with those
who thirst for your grace.
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Holy, Living God, with our lives we give you glory,
and with our whole hearts we praise you
in the song of your unending greatness:
All:

Email prayer request to Janet Holmes, holmest2@frontier.com,
or email the church office, office@oxfordpresbychurch.org.

(Singing)
Holy, Holy, holy Lord; God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna in the highest!
Hear us, O Christ, and breathe your Spirit upon us and
upon this bread and wine. May they become for us your
body, vibrant with life, healing, renewing and making us
whole.
And as the bread and wine which we now eat and
drink are changed into us, may we be changed into
you, bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh,
loving and caring in the world.
So we lift up the prayers upon our hearts…
(Joys and Concerns will be offered up at this time.)
And now as your daughters and sons whom you have
reconciled to yourself, we pray: Our Father…

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD & SHARING OF THE CUP
(As you pass the elements to your neighbor please say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, given for you.
Please hold the element so we can receive it together as a
symbol of our oneness in Christ. The crackers on the
communion plates are gluten free.)
OFFERING

“Siciliano” from Sonata No. 1 in G Minor
for Solo Violin, BWV 1001
J.S. Bach / Maureen Hickey, soloist

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN – “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” (vs. 1, 4)
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*BLESSING
The Lord sends us out with the proclamation
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me.”
As prophets of welcome,
we go into this community to share the good news
that breaks down barriers to the freedom
we have in Christ.
We go into this world to share the Living Water
that quenches our human thirst for love.
Let us go to proclaim this peace in God’s name.
*POSTLUDE

Prelude from ‘Te Deum’
Marc-Antoine Charpentier

****************************************************
Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers. Please sign
the friendship pads found at the end of the pew and pass
them to our neighbors.
Greeters: Cia Beal and Nancy Moeckel

Fellowship Hour hosted by Diane Young on behalf of the
Membership, Evangelism, Fellowship Committee.
****************************************************
MINISTRY NEWS
July Stewardship Focus – Mission and Outreach: Ministry and
mission for Oxford Presbyterian Church takes on so many forms
as we meet the needs of our community, nation and world. Now
through October, our Stewardship Team will amplify the stories of
four key areas of our ministry - Mission and Outreach, Worship
and Music, Christian Education & Membership, Evangelism and
Fellowship. Beginning this week, we highlight one of the many
ways our congregation shares the Good News of Jesus Christ and
supports the abundant life God wills for all people. The work of
Mission and Outreach is our July Stewardship Focus.

Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost

OPC’s Mission and Outreach Committee, among other animating
goals, aims to be involved with those projects that help fight
hunger. Indeed, our major focus for 2020 and beyond is
addressing food insecurity. For these efforts, we just received
certification from the PC(USA) as a Hunger Action Congregation!
Timed with World Food Day, last fall OPC gathered together over
100 volunteers from communities of faith and organizations
throughout the region to pack over 15,000 nonperishable meals.
Our partner organization last year, Rise Against Hunger, delivered
these meals to the Dominican Republic. Mark your calendars for
this year’s Fall Food Insecurity Event, October 20. Your
stewardship support touches lives and satisfies deep hunger in
Oxford and around the world!

Sunday, July 7, 2019

Ripped from the Headlines, Summer, 2019: The popular
summer OPC Adult Christian Education series returns! The
goal of this series is to encourage civilized discussion of "topics of
our time" from a Presbyterian and Christian perspective. We live
in a polarized world where real and thoughtful discussion of “hot
button issues” is difficult at best and impossible at worst. In our
Ripped from the Headlines discussions, kind and compassionate
Christians have an opportunity to listen to others with whom they
may agree or disagree, but can do so respectfully, while
maintaining their love and respect for one another.
Topic: Abortion (Anne Bailey, Leader) - Date: July 14 - 2-4
p.m. at Seminary Church. Snacks provided. Bring your reusable
water bottle if you have one! Bring yourself, a friend if you choose
and an open mind!

*****************************************************
Oxford Presbyterian Church
for a full ministry calendar, please visit:
https://oxfordpresbychurch.org/calendar/
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