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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
September 13 
Virtual Sunday School preschool – 5th 
begins. See CE article page 4 
 
September 
21 Day Challenge begins.  See Pastor 
Marc’s article starting on page 1 
 
September 14 
Circles Resume with Zoom.  See details on 
page 6 
 
For the latest information please check:  
 

The Church Calendar   
oxfordpresbychurch.org/calendar/ 
 

Visit Our Facebook Page 
facebook.com/OxfordPresbyterianChurch 
or contact the Church Office. 

FROM PASTOR MARC’S DESK 

LISTENING TO THE HEARTBEAT OF 
GOD – FROM PASTOR LAWRENCE 
 
I’ll never forget the advice of a Jewish 
speaker to our group of Presbyterian 
pilgrims as we prepared to depart for Israel 
and Palestine on the first Mosaic of Peace. 
  
Number one – she said – hold the tension 
of the land you’ll visit and the people you’ll 
meet.  You did not create the conflict.  Nor 
will you solve it.  You must hold the tension. 
  
Second – Ms. Lerner said – Don’t give up 
hope. 
  
While I’ve carried that wisdom for years, the 
current global pandemic reveals a much 
deeper insight on this wisdom. In the midst 
of COVID-19, we hold the tension between 
what is seen and unseen. Most of the time, 
the life we see seems very normal. Yet we 
hold the tension with the unseen virus that 
created such a profound worldwide public 
health emergency. 
  
We certainly didn’t create the virus nor are 
we able to stop it on our own. It’s hard but 
we must hold the tension together. Not only 
is it hard, depending on the moment, it’s 
also exhausting. 
  
Recently, I noticed two very different 
examples of those who “held the tension”  
(Continued…on page 2)                              

 
What an extraordinary year 2020 has been 
so far.  As I have been reflecting on the 
profound ways that COVID-19 has 
impacted our realities this past summer, I 
have found myself holding two things in 
tension.  I have grieved and lamented the 
loss of things that we cannot do in person 
the way that we used to.  I deeply grieve 
those among us whose health, whose jobs, 
and whose livelihoods have been impacted 
by the virus.   
(Continued…on page 3)                              
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 retrospect I would not trade. 
 
The Stockdale Paradox offers two 
valuable reminders for us in a time of 
pandemic: 

● Acknowledge our reality 
● Balance Hope with Realism  

 
When Jim Collins was asked what insight 
from his research might be most helpful 
during this pandemic he responded that 
immediately he thinks of the Stockdale 
Paradox. 
  
Thank you for holding the tension 
between our deep desire to worship, learn 
and serve together with the reality of this 
pandemic.  Thank you for holding onto 
hope that the great and glorious day is 
closer than ever when we may worship 
together. Thank you also for 
acknowledging with us the reality of a 
virus we cannot see. 
  
When new data in early July showed a 
worrisome increase in COVID-19 cases, 
we pressed the pause button on our plan 
to worship together. We continue to study 
the weekly health reports from the county 
and state. At the September meeting of 
Trustees and Session, we will assess the 
cumulative reports including any impact 
from the return of students to classes. 
  
As soon as it is determined that we may 
safely worship together under the 
conditions outlined in Phase Two of our 

(Continued from page 1)                              
 
from two very different settings. 
  
In the first setting David sings in Psalm 27 
 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

Whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

Of whom shall I be afraid? 
  
When evildoers assail me 

To devour my flesh – 
My adversaries and foes – 

They shall stumble and fall. 
  
Though an army encamp against me, 

My heart shall not fear; 
Though war rise up against me, 

Yet I will be confident. 
  
Over two thousand five hundred years 
later, Jim Collins introduced many to the 
Stockdale Paradox in his book Good to 
Great. The Stockdale Paradox is named 
after James Stockdale, a high ranking 
Navy pilot who endured seven years as a 
POW at the “Hanoi Hilton” during the 
Vietnam War. 
  
Day after day, Stockdale held the tension 
between recognizing his brutal reality and 
holding onto hope. Later Stockdale 
described his perspective to Collins with 
these words – I never wavered in my faith 
that I would get out – but I would turn it 
into the defining event of my life that in 
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Reopening Plan, please be assured we 
will do so.  
  
Also, we are actively exploring an outdoor 
worship opportunity with the congregation 
of Oxford United Methodist Church. Since 
we are being data driven, we are waiting 
until closer to that possible date before 
announcing specific details.  
  
Please be sure that you receive our 
weekly e-newsletter, “The Voice,” so that 
you may consider joining us for this 
outdoor worship opportunity as soon as it 
is announced.  
  
Let us hold the tension together. 
Let us hold onto hope together. 
Let us hold the faith together. 
Let us affirm together David’s final words 
of Psalm 27: 
  

Wait for the Lord; 
Be strong, and let your heart 
take courage; 
Wait for the Lord! 

  

(Pastor Marc…continued from page 1) 
 
At the same time, I also find myself 
reflecting on a remarkable opportunity that 
we, as churches, have to be creative.  
Moments like these force us to think 
outside the box and to find imaginative 
and innovative ways to respond to the 
needs of our community and make an 

impact.  The past few weeks I have been 
thinking specifically about the ways that 
Youth and Family Ministries can make 
such an impact. 
 
This fall, our Middle School and Senior 
High Youth Group program will be shaking 
up its format a little bit and focusing its 
own attention on spiritual transformation 
and the cultivation of our lives as 
disciples.  Instead of our normal week-to-
week youth group meetings like we’ve 
traditionally done (pre-pandemic), OPC 
Youth will be hosting a series of focused, 
3-week discussions each built around a 
specific theme.   
 
The first will begin in September at the 
beginning of our program year, and it is 
called the 21-Day-Challenge.  Following 
off of our summer book discussion series, 
Stamped, our youth will be given a list of 
short articles, podcasts, film clips, and 
media (curated by Presbyterian pastors 
and social justice workers) on the topic of 
race, systemic poverty, and equality.  
Each week our youth will be asked to 
commit to reading, watching, or listening 
to one of the items on that list.  On 
Sunday evenings, we will gather together 
via Zoom to discuss what made them 
think that week.  What challenged them, 
raised questions for them, what did they 
find themselves learning (or unlearning)? 
 
Our 21-Day Challenge is a commitment to 
continue our own growth, development, 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

offer this greeting anyway because even 
though things will be different it’s still the 
beginning of a new year of Christian 
learning. This year, we will strive to 
provide you with programing that will give 
you peace, hope and joy in the days 
ahead. We’re just having to get creative in 
how it’s offered to you. We accept the 
challenge! 
 
This fall, we will be offering virtual church 
school for preschoolers through 5th grade. 
Virtual school will begin September 13 
and information will be mailed out to 
families explaining what’s being offered 
and how to connect to the virtual 
programming.  
 
For the 6th-12th graders, Pastor Marc has 
been busy researching virtual 
programming for this age group and he’s 
found a phenomenal virtual option. You 
can read about it in the Youth News 
section. 
 
Confirmation class is a go! Pastor Marc 
will soon be in touch with the youth who 
are eligible to participate in confirmation 
this year.  
 
Many thanks to Rhonda Krehbiel for 
educating the preschoolers throughout the 
summer months with her video messages. 
Rhonda’s videos have gotten rave 
reviews! We are lucky to have such a 
caring person educating our youngest 
disciplines during this unprecedented 
time. 
 
It is with heavy hearts that we share that 
Carol Klumb has decided to take a break 
from the CE committee. Carol’s service on 
CE has been greatly appreciated and her 

Welcome Back! 
 
Welcome Back doesn’t seem to be a fitting 
greeting since we aren’t offering our 
traditional “Welcome Back” in person 
classes or activities, but we decided to 

and transformation as people and as 
disciples of Christ.  If you are a parent or 
adult who may be thinking, “Hey, that 
sounds pretty interesting!  I’d like to 
participate in something like that,” OPC 
will be offering small group options for 
adult groups as well. 
 
Following the 21-Day Challenge, we will 
announce another 3-week series following 
shortly after focusing on another area of 
spiritual development.  While our global 
pandemic may feel like a seemingly 
never-ending series of limitations on our 
day-to-day lives, I hope that we will also 
continue to see opportunities for the Holy 
Spirit to cultivate us as people of faith.  
The prophet Micah reminds that 
(pandemic or no pandemic), what the Lord 
requires of us remains the same: “to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” (6:8) 
 
With God’s help, may we each answer 
that calling together with imagination, 
enthusiasm and love. 
 
Grace and peace to you this week, 
Marc 
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OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 
Tuesday Afternoon Circle. 
Tuesday Evening Circle 
 
Dear OPW Circle Members, 
Due to the pandemic we are reluctant to 
meet together, but some of us want to 
continue with the Bible study for this year, 
“Into the Light, Finding Hope Through 
Prayers of Lament”.  How fortuitous that 
Horizons chose a study of lamentations 
when we have so much to lament this 
year! 
 
The Pastors have agreed to lead an on-
line study with us.  Both Circles will meet 
together with Zoom on the second 
Monday of the month at 1:30 pm with the 
first meeting on September 14, 2020.  If 
you wish to join this study please let Sue 
Wilson know.  If you already have the 
study guide with your Horizons 
subscription, you are set.  You can order 
your guide through the PW website, or if 
you wish, Sue will order for you.  Each 
guide will be $10 and the large print 
version will be $15.  Please let Sue know 
if you wish to have her order your study 
guide. 

 
The Third Tuesday Circle will meet live 
at 1:30 on the 15th at 4719 Bonham 
Road at Ellen Buerk’s structure, a 
screened in porch. 
 
Please call Lynn Cronk if you wish to be 
part of this group, limited to 10.  You may 
study on-line on the 14th and will have an 
opportunity for fellowship and discussion 
on the 15th.  Please bring a beverage and 
your Bible.  Reserve your Study Guide 

CCNS STATUS 
 
CCNS will stay consistent (as previous 
years) and continue to follow Talawanda 
School District.  We plan to reopen 
January 5, 2021, but will revisit the plan at 
the end of the first quarter on October 16, 
2020.  Starting the week of September 7, 
2020, I plan to provide families with a 
weekly virtual circle time session via zoom 
meeting (weekday to be determined) until 
classes begin face to face. This will be a 
no charge to families.  If TSD decides to 
reopen after the first quarter, we will plan 
to reopen on October 20, 2020, as long as 
CCNS is compliant with Ohio Department 
of Jobs and Family Services (I don't see 
any reason why we won't be compliant) 
and we receive approval from the OPC 
Session to use the CCNS space for 
October 20, 2020 or January 5, 2021. 
  
Sara Lake 
Director and Teacher 

presence will be missed very much. We 
thank you, Carol, for the countless hours 
you have given and artistic talent you 
have shared over the years and we hope 
that you can join CE again one day.  
 
We are elated to share that Joe Foltz, 
Megan Murray and Savannah Hofer have 
all joined the CE committee. Welcome 
Joe, Megan and Savannah!  
 
The members of CE are looking forward to 
adventuring in this virtual world along with 
you until it’s safe to return to in person 
learning. 
 
Take care and be safe, 
CE Committee members 
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CARES AND CONCERNS,  
IN OUR PRAYERS: 

 
Betty Barnhart, Jim Baer, Rodger Cromer, 
John Curry, Bob Douglass, Nancy Gates, 
Genee Hesse, Ruth Miller, Jan Reinhart, 
Becky Rudolph, Sarah Soika, Joan 
Teckman, Stacy Winn, John and Jean 
Woodruff 

Keep these friends in your prayers: 

 

GIFTS CONTINUE THROUGHOUT 
THE PANDEMIC 

Even though we have been apart together 
for six months, individuals have continued 
to support the work of our church during 
this challenging time. In addition to 
maintaining pledge promises, our 
congregation has also been generous with 
their special giving for specific projects as 
well as for general needs that inevitably 
occur. 

MORE FRIENDS IN NEED OF 
PRAYERS 

Danny Cross was hospitalized at 
McCullough Hyde with pneumonia. Please 
include his mother, Judy, in your prayers 
as well. 

Vi Suit fell and has broken her left hip, 
upper arm and shoulder. 

Keep these friends in your prayers 

WE OFFER PRAYERS FOR PEACE 
AND COMFORT 

to the family and friends of Evalou 
Middaugh, a cherished and long-time 
member of the Oxford Presbyterian 
Church family.  Evalou passed away 
peacefully on August 16, in Columbus, 
OH. A Memorial Service will take place 
next year. 
 
Cards of sympathy can be mailed to: 
 
Mike & Fran Middaugh 
2720 West Dublin-Granville Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43235 
(obituary on page 19) 

VIRTUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
ALL THE FUN, and BENEFITS 

 NONE OF THE CLUTTER 
 
The Oxford Presbyterian Women are 
following the Ohio Governor’s 
recommendations to keep us safe during 
this COVID-19 pandemic.  In order to 
practice social distancing and safety for 
our workers and our community 
customers we have decided not to hold a 
Fall Rummage Sale this year.   
 
This will of course affect our OPW 
revenue and our ability to support our 
missions.  If you would like to help 
support our missions, you can send a 
check to OPW and write rummage in the 
memo line.  Mail checks to OPW, Debbie 
Davidson, Treasurer, 101 N. Main St., 
Oxford, OH 45056.  And thank you! 

thru Sue Wilson or order your own on-
line.  

If you have questions call Lynn Cronk. 
Sorry we have to limit the group to 10- so 
please call to reserve a place.  And be 
sure to wear your mask! 
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A PLEASANT PANDEMIC PASTIME 

The grandchildren and I are coloring 
pictures and postcards and sending them 
back and forth. 

 

A WORD FROM THE STEWARDSHIP 
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 

 
“Now there are a variety of gifts, but the 
same spirit; and there are a variety of 
services, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates them in everyone” I 
Corinthians 12:4-7.  
 
Follow us in this year’s journey as we 
explore how God has activated our gifts 
as we embrace and live out the central 
tenets of our mission; to seek God, to 
serve others, and to share Christ’s love 
with all.  

LAMENTATIONS OF THE FATHER 
 
Our church's good friend and 
representative to our Russian Mission 
Partnership for the past seventeen years, 
Igor Maksakov in Chelyabinsk, Russia, 
announces the marriage of his daughter 
Polina, and his utmost sadness at losing 
his little girl.  
 
Aside from a few masks, the wedding 
certainly has elements of what we see 
today in American weddings.  

Recent gifts include a donation of $2,873 
from Tom Fey in memory of Catherine Lee 
Rentsch Fey to be used as needed.  

Gifts of $1,000 each were also received 
from Jan Reinhart and an anonymous 
donor to be applied to church needs.   

Don and Jane Kelly continued their 
support of the deacon’s food drive with a 
gift of $1,000 and  

Kate Wespiser chose to provide $5,000 
for the music intern fund, $13,000 to 
extend the Wespiser organ replacement 
endowment and an additional $5,000 to 
purchase and install a video security 
system for the Memorial building. 

Such generous support is always 
appreciated and is particularly helpful 
during this unprecedented time. Thanks to 
these individuals and to our entire 
congregation for continuing to support our 
Christian mission. 

May we hold each other close as we 
social distance! 

Bill King 
Special Gifts Coordinator 

Igor writes, "I'm still in shock! Our Polina 
is no longer mine ... all this is strange and 
sad. And it's sad. Polina left. I don’t know 
what to do."  
 
Certainly Igor exposes the depths of the 
famous "Russian soul," but what 
American father of an only daughter 
would not feel the same way?  
 
We wish Polina and her husband the very 
best in starting out life in trying times, and 
our hopes for a happy new life, in its way, 
for Igor and his wife, Nona. 
 

Bill Fisher 
(pictures on page 10)                              
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AUGUST SESSION MEETING 
 

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE 
SPECIAL TAKE FIVE 

The COVID-19 Emergency Outreach 
Fund 

 
Lately we’ve heard from our community 
mission partners such as the Family 
Resource Center (FRC) that pandemic 
related challenges for our neighbors are 
on the rise.    
 
With the expiration of the eviction 
moratorium and the supplement to 
unemployment benefits, an increasing 
number of families and individuals 
throughout the Talawanda School District 
are facing a crisis as they try to stay in 
their home or pay for utilities and other 
significant expenses.   
 
As our ministry receives a greater number 
of larger requests, Mission and Outreach 
asked Stewardship and Finance if a 
COVID-19 Emergency Outreach Fund 
might be created. This fund will enable us 
to support local individuals and families 
through our community mission partners 
with an immediate and flexible response.  
 
The COVID-19 Emergency Outreach 
Fund will be dedicated to responding to 
pandemic related crisis while ensuring that 
the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund continues 
to be a resource in emergency community 
assistance for non-pandemic related 
requests. 
 
Knowing that our income may be also 
impacted by this pandemic, we invite 
those with extra resources to consider 
making a special gift to the COVID-19 
Emergency Outreach Fund. Gifts may be 

made by mailing a check to the church 
with “COVID-19” in the memo or by 
calling our Financial Secretary, Nick 
Fears, at 513-523-6364. One hundred 
percent of your gift will go to help those 
who need emergency help making ends 
meet.   
 
During this time, when more people are 
experiencing income, housing and food 
insecurity, our ability to assist the most 
vulnerable in our community becomes 
gospel living indeed! 
  

Session members met, virtually, from their 
homes (or cars), some with their dogs. 
 
Devotions were based on Romans 12 - 
body made of many parts, and we each 
have many gifts.  
 
Sarah Lake, Christian Cooperative 
Nursery School administrator and teacher, 
joined virtually and explained the 
challenges that CCNS has endured since 
closing in March. 
 
Pastor Lawrence reviewed the changes in 
the phased opening of OPC since the plan 
approved in June is no longer viable. The 
bottom-line is that everything is still 
uncertain.  Suggestions from the 
congregation were shared. 
 
If the way is clear OPC will be 
worshipping with Oxford United Methodist 
Church at an outside venue in the very 
near future. 
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COMMITTEES OF SESSION 
Highlights and Take FIves 

(While the notes here may seem sparse, 
you will see many articles throughout the 
newsletter describing creations, ideas, 
outcomes and plans which came from 
these committees and their devoted 
members.) 
 
 WORSHIP AND MUSIC. 
Take Five: 
The Committee accepted an invitation 
from Hopewell Church to hold a worship 
service at that location on June 6, 
2021.  We all earnestly pray for the end of 
the COVID-19 pandemic before that date! 

Laid plans to restart the OPC worship 
service DVD ministry at the Knolls of 
Oxford and explore a similar venture at 
Woodland Manor. 

Agreed to plan an outdoor worship service 
to be held in the near future.  It was 
recognized that such an activity would 
enable parishioners to reconnect in a safe 
way.   

 
STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE 
Creation of the COVID-19 Emergency 
Outreach Fund approved. (see page 8) 
 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS 

OFFERING 
September 6 Through October 4 

 
MAY THE GOD OF PEACE GIVE YOU 

PEACE AT ALL TIMES AND IN ALL 
WAYS. 

2 Thessalonians   3:16. 
 

On World Communion Sunday, October 4, 
we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends 
throughout all creation. We celebrate that 
(Continued…on page 12)                       

TRUSTEES 
The Seminary roofing replacement has 
been completed. 
 
The Memorial surveillance system is 
being installed. The Trustees discussed 
the recent proposal from ICB regarding 
illumination for the Rose Window, which 
could be accomplished during their 
upcoming AV upgrade. A motion was 
passed unanimously to authorize ICB to 
undertake the additional work  
 
MISSION AND OUTREACH 
Take Five:  
Received encouraging ESP and JOT 
updates. Learned about Open Hands 
Food Pantry. Funded the following - 
TOPSS for $1500, Oxford Free Clinic for 
$1000, Safe Haven for $500.  
 
PERSONNEL 
Bridgite was overwhelmed by the birthday 
cards and remembrances showered upon 
her for her birthday. She likes working at 
the office more than home!  

OPC ministry via DVD at the Knolls will be 
resuming. 
 
A COVID-19 Emergency Outreach Fund is 
being established, to be funded by 
donations. Pandemic related requests for 
assistance will be served by this fund. 
(See article on page 8 for details) 
 
Judy Fisher 
Clerk 
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The sparkling wedding of 
Igor Maksakov’s daughter 
Polina.  See article on page 7. 
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An especially lovely Sunday 
bouquet!  Thanks for the photo 
Lynn Cronk 

Our mission statement in the 
capable and caring hands of 
Bill and Emma Fisher.  
Serving Community Meals at 
Parkview Arms. 

The Tank! 
See article on page 14 
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COMMUNITY MEALS UPDATE 
 
The pandemic has caused major 
disruptions to the way the church 
conducts business, but Molly Bowers 
Franklin at United Methodist has helped 
us find a way to continue on with 
Community Meals.  
 
Most of the churches involved with 
Community Meals have dropped that 
portion of their mission after the Ohio shut 
down in mid-March. Getting started back 
up is tricky, and it really can’t involve the 
fellowship so many in our church have 
enjoyed every fifth Wednesday of the 
month. 
 
Molly’s solution is food delivery. Yes, this 
takes some of the “community” out of the 
Community Meals, but it has also helped 
us narrow down food needs. On July 29, 

we are all together at the communion 
table in God’s house. We celebrate that 
we are offered what we need to continue 
the work of building the household of God, 
with active peacemakers here at home 
and around the world. Extending the 
peace of Christ is part of an active, 
engaged faith- a witness to what it means 
for us to be the Church, together. 
 
Through participation in the Peace and 
Global Witness Offering, OPC is 
extending Christ’s peace throughout our 
community and our world. We begin at the 
communion table, with our siblings in 
every time and place, and we celebrate 
the peaceful world we find there and 
commit to building a more just and 
peaceful world. We celebrate the truth 
found in 2nd Thessalonians “May the God 
of peace give you peace at all times in all 
ways.” 
 
Quick facts 

1. Since 1940, World Communion 
Sunday is an ecumenical 
celebration of our oneness in the 
spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
bringing churches together in 
Christian unity. 

2. The Peace and Global Witness 
Offering builds on the Presbyterian 
Commitment to Peacemaking in 
1980. 

3. World Communion Sunday, October 
4 is the most common Sunday for 
receiving the offering. 

4. 25% of the Offering stays with local 
congregations, and 25% goes to 
Presbyteries and the General 
Assembly to unite congregations in 

supporting peacemaking in their 
regions.  

5. 50% of this offering supports the 
work for peace and reconciliation 
being done by Presbyterians across 
the globe.  

 
This year we are excited to involve our 
children in decorating and “planting” 
Peace Poles. Stay tuned for how this is 
going to come about! 
 
OPC’s tradition of recognizing a person in 
our church who has made a significant 
contribution to our congregation will also 
be honored. 
 
Prue Dana 
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READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? 
 
A few folks did and shared what they 
enjoyed.  Thank you for sharing. 
 
Judy Fisher 
The Other Einstein by Marie Benedict  
The story of Albert Einstein’s wife, a 
brilliant physicist in her own right, but 
overshadowed by her husband. 
 
A Woman of No Importance by Sonia 
Purnell 
Baltimore socialite who becomes a spy in 
Europe for the Allies during WW II. 
 
Educated by Tara Westover 
How education changed the life of a 
mountain girl - true story 

Billie Maynard 
Is reading Bonhoeffer by Eric Metaxas.  A 
model of obedience to the will of God and 
discipleship in community during difficult 
times. A brilliant theologian who has an 
intimate relationship with Jesus. 
 
Pastor Lawrence 
Olive, Again by Elizabeth Strout. A 
remarkable character, Olive Kitteridge is 
wise and witty, fiercely honest and then 
wonderfully compassionate. She offers 
some of the most unexpected moments of 
loving care to neighbors in her community 
on the coast of Maine. With lines such as - 
“I think our job, maybe even our duty, is to 
bear the burden of the mystery with as 
much grace as we can” - this book is a 
treasure. 
 
Nancy Moeckel 
Any book by Patrick McManus, such as 
They Shoot Canoes, Don’t They or A Fine 
And Pleasant Misery or Never Sniff A Gift 
Fish and many others. Short stories of an 
Idaho boyhood, with a sister, The Troll, a 
dog named Strange, and a mountain man 
mentor called Racid Crabtree.  “The great 
outdoors have never been rendered as 
hysterically as in the reminiscences―true 
and exaggerated―of Patrick F. 
McManus.”  Get ready to laugh out loud. 
 
Maybe we’ll get more suggestions next 
month for the October newsletter when we 
ask:  Seen Any Good Movies Lately? 
 
Answer to the Q of the M: Push the cork 
down into the bottle. Shake the coin out. 
 

Bill Fisher and daughter Emma, home 
from Athens, Ohio, and a spike in the 
corona virus case count there, took ten 
Subway subs and chips, and cookies she 
had made earlier that day, to ten tenants 
at the Park View Arms. We also had bags 
of dry goods, including toilet paper, 
toothpaste, pain reliever and body wash. 
A benefit to this method is that Lisa, the 
manager, gives us the names of those she 
feels are the most in need. 
 
In the future, we look to talk to the Family 
Resource Center and TOPPS as well as 
the other churches to find other ways we 
can deliver food to more of those in need 
of this service. We would hope to have 
more of our congregation involved, as 
having a homemade, healthy, nutritious 
meal is one of the hallmarks of our 
contributions to this community.  
 
Bill Fisher 
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OXFORD, OHIO SELF-GUIDED BLACK 
HISTORY TOUR NOW AVAILABLE 

After over a year of research and writing, 
it’s officially done! Our self-guided Black 
History Tour is HERE and we couldn’t be 
more excited! Stop by the office (14 West 
Park Place and pick up your copy or check 
it out online: https://enjoyoxford.org/article-
archive/black-history-in-oxford-oh/ 

Enjoy Oxford—Tourist Information Center 

“Oxford, Ohio’s Black community has a 
rich and important history.  It is through 
this self-guided tour that we aim to keep 
alive the memories of the brave Oxford 
citizens who fought for their right to 

HELPING EACH OTHER 
 
We are all adjusting to this pandemic 
period of our lives.  Many of us live in a 
family environment, have pets we take out 
for walks, can get to the library and brave 
the Kroger Store.  But there are those in 
our congregation, and others known to us, 
that are very much alone. Some live at 
home alone, some are at assisted living 
facilities in the area, some are dealing 
with health or other issues.  There are few 
to no visitors for these folks. 
 
It is amazing how much cards mean to 
people in these situations.  How about 
making an effort to send a card to one, or 
more, of these friends every week or 
so?  It is a good feeling to know you have 
made a difference in lives and the 
recipient is very appreciative. 
 
A lovely idea from a sweet soul.  

BEING A TRUSTEE CAN 
SOMETIMES BE A TANKLESS JOB 

In late April a water leak appeared 
underground to the west of the sanctuary 
near the sidewalk along Main Street. The 
water line that supplies water to the 
church was excavated and temporarily 
repaired.  

But in the process, a large (6,000 gallons) 
underground fuel oil tank (from when the 
church’s boilers used fuel oil) was 
discovered. Many knew it was there, but 
did not know it’s exact location and size. 
 
The Trustees weighed the pros and cons 
of repairing the line permanently and 
removing / not removing the tank. B & B 
Plumbing was consulted and suggested 
that the tank be removed to help facilitate 
replacing the water line. We did not know 
if the tank still contained oil, was leaking, 
etc. 
 
In early August, B & B Plumbing and their 
subcontractors excavated the tank, 
replaced the water line with a new one, 
and filled in a fairly large hole that was left, 
although Dave Mabry at B & B suggested 
that the hole would have made a great 
baptismal!  The steps leading up to the 
west door were replaced as well. New 
railing is scheduled to be installed soon.  
 
The old tank was taken to the scrap yard 
to be recycled. It did not have any oil in it 
by the way. 
 
Scott Parkinson 
(see picture on page 11) 
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CONTACT TRACING:  WHAT TO 
EXPECT 

 
IF YOU HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED with 
COVID-19, a public health worker will call 
you to check on your health. They will ask 
you who you’ve been in contact with and 
where you spent time while you were sick 
and may have spread COVID-19 to 
others. Any information you share with 
public health workers is CONFIDENTIAL.  
You will also be asked to stay at home 
and self-isolate. 
 
Continue to monitor your health. If your 
symptoms worsen or become severe, you 
should seek medical care.  
 
IF YOU MAY HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO 
SOMEONE WITH COVID-19, a public 
health worker will call you to inform you 
that you may have been exposed to 
COVID-19. You should stay at home and 
self-quarantine for 14 days, starting from 
the last day you were possibly exposed to 
COVID-19. 

Any information you share with public 
health workers is CONFIDENTIAL. 
 
The public health worker can provide 
information about COVID-19 testing in 
your area. 
 
You should take your temperature twice a 
day, watch for fever and other symptoms 
of COVID-19, and notify your health 
department if you develop symptoms. 
If you become ill during the 14 days of 
self-quarantine, you should notify the 
health department and seek medical care.  
 
We can all work together to help slow the 
spread of COVID-19. 
 
Do your part to keep your family and your 
community safe: Answer the call to slow 
the spread. 
 
From the CDC 
 
 OF COURSE, BEWARE OF SCAMMERS 

Here are some things scammers may ask 
for: payment for contact tracing, social 
security number, bank account information 
income, immigration status, health 
insurance information. Legitimate tracers 
will not ask for any of these. 

WE DRAW PEOPLE TO CHRIST not by 
loudly discrediting what they believe, by 
telling them how wrong they are and how 
right we are, but by showing them a light 
that is so lovely that they want with all 
their hearts to know the source of it.  
Madeleine L’Engle 

occupy public spaces and who flourished 
in their passions despite systemic racism.   

We honor the lives and legacies of those 
who never faltered in demanding justice.  
We celebrate and gain inspiration from the 
accomplishments of Oxford’s Black 
community, then and now.” 

“Wow! What a gift. While reading through 
this treasure, I learned about Oxford's 
Historically Black Churches, gifted 
stonemasons, a jazz pianist and two truly 
tragic events,” said Pastor Lawrence after 
reading the guide. 
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Director/Teacher C.C.N.S.:  
Sarah Lake: 
ccnsoxfordpreschool@gmail .com     

Newsletter Editor:  
 Nancy Moeckel, 
 moeckenj@miamioh.edu 
Custodian: Priscilla Parks 
Sexton: Nick Fears 
 

SESSION  
 
Class of 2020: 
Candace Crist, Danny Cross, Pat Gifford, 
Richard Munson, Steve Flee 
 
Class of 2021: 
Lisa Brunckhorst, Carol Klumb, Gene 
Krebs, Virginia Layton, Katie Payne 
 
Class of 2022: 
Buzz Green, Nancy Moeckel, Judy 
Schiller, Bill Scott, Melanie Zeigler 
 

DEACONS 

Class of 2020: 
Cornelia Browne, Jill Grajewski, Stephanie 
Hartman, Becky Quay 

Pastor: Lawrence Bartel 
Associate Pastor: Marc van Bulck 
Music Director: Kent Peterson 
Organist: Lynn Jacobs 
Pastor Emeritus: Dr. Joseph R. Hookey 
Parish Associate: Rev. Diane Ziegler 
Clerk: Julia R. Fisher 
Administrative Assistant:  
 Bridgite Dickerson: 
 office@oxfordpresbychurch.org 
Financial Secretary:  
 Nick Fears 
 finance@oxfordpresbychurch.org 

 
Class of 2021: 
Arly Allen, Lee Fisher, Ginny Scott, 
Karen Shearer, Mickey Simonds 
 
Class of 2022 
Cia Beal, Chuck Crain, Debbie Davidson, 
Mary Jane Roberts, Carol Schaber 
 

TRUSTEES 
 
Class of 2020: 
Rick Bailey, Scott Parkinson 
 
Class of 2021: 
Joy Russell 
 
Class of 2022: 
Russ Logsdon, Keith Payne 

Oxford Presbyterian Church Staff 
web page: www.oxfordpresbychurch.org 

Office Hours: 8:30-4:30, M-F 
Telephone: 513-523-6364 

Fax: 513-523-8215 
Seminary Building: 513-523-7411 

 

OFFICERS OF OPC 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
 
1       Layne Listerman 
2       Sandi Hazelton 
3       Jennifer Robers 
4       Paula Foltz 
4       Scott Richmond 
10     Kylee Fears 
11     Emily Kraushar 
12     Rick Bailey 
12     Emma Lake 
14     Becky Rudolph 
17     Jennifer Lake 
17     Karen Simpson 
19     Elijah Brown 
19     Larry Hardy 
19     Jenn Walter 
21     Pam Deahl 
23     Mary Jane Roberts 
23     Sam Stephenson 
24     Stephen McDaniel 
26     Bill Schilling 
26     Vicky Trostel 
27     Matt Benzing 
27     Becky Quay 
28     Emily Lykins 
28     Rori Lykins 
28     Grace Marado 
30     Brian Childers 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER STUFF 
 

In the spirit of we have to laugh or we 
would crack… 
 
Why do they call it the novel coronavirus? 
It’s a long story…. 
 
The grocery stores in France look like 
tornadoes hit them. All that’s left is de 
brie. 
 
What do you tell yourself when you 
wake up late for work and realize you 
have a fever? Self, I so late. 

 
Finland just closed its borders. You know 
what that means. No one will be crossing 
the finish line 

 

Question of the Month 
Put a coin into an empty bottle and insert a 
cork into the neck. How can you remove 
the coin without removing the cork or 
breaking the bottle? 
 
Autumnal Equinox 2020 
Tuesday, September 22 
 
What’s your favorite tongue twister?  
My gram loved this one. A skunk sat 
on a stump. The stump thought the 
skunk stunk and the skunk thought the 
stump stunk. (This is even hard to 
type—ed.) 
 

Since founding the Imagination Library in 
1995, Dolly Parton has donated 100 
million books to children. 
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