Welcome, we’re glad you joined us!
We welcome you to join us on a transformative journey.
Seeking God, we strive to know God and love God.
Serving others, we follow our Servant Savior
to help bring fullness of life to others.
Sharing Christ’s love with all, we proclaim the
unconditional love of Christ filled with joy and hope.

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
Alsatian Carol
arr. Henry Kihlken

CALL to WORSHIP (Psalm 148: 1, 12, 13)
One:
All:

Let us praise the name of the Lord,
whose name alone is exalted above earth and heaven.
Alleluia!

Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
off-spring of the virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see;
hail the incarnate deity,
pleased in flesh with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
refrain
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not
lived as your faithful children.
We have kept silent in midst of
prejudice and hatred.
We have been idle in the face of
violence and injustice.
We have not been a light to the nations,
and our lives have not revealed your glory.
Forgive us, Merciful God.
Repair the ugliness of our sin
and restore in us your beautiful grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in telling the story of a loving and
merciful God who will not let God’s people go.
We believe in speaking up for our neighbors,
for the oppressed, for the overlooked,
and marginalized. We believe that God is working
to restore creation, itself, from violence, greed,
abuse, fear, and bigotry. We believe in sharing
voices and power so that ours are not the only
voices that are heard. We believe in the good news
of the gospel. Speak to us and through us,
Holy God. Now and forevermore. Amen.

ASSURANCE of FORGIVENESS (Isaiah 61:10)

Praise the Lord! Praise God from the heavens!
Young men and women alike,
old and young together!

HYMN – “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus; Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

PRAYER of CONFESSION (Isaiah 62:1-3)

Kent Peterson, liturgist

PRELUDE – “Sleep, Thou Holy Child”

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
refrain

#119

Beloved of God,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels,
God covers us with the robe of righteousness.
Know that you are forgiven in Jesus Christ
and live as God’s beloved.

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER (sins…sin)
MUSIC for OUR OFFERING – “Hallelujah”

in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

Click here https://onrealm.org/oxfordpresbychurch/-/give/now
to give online

A TIME with YOUNG DISCIPLES
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

DOXOLOGY – “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” #607

UNISON PRAYER for ILLUMINATION (Luke 2:27)

HYMN – “I Danced in the Morning”

Holy God,
As you led Simeon to embrace the infant Jesus,
guide us, Holy Spirit, by your gracious light
that we may welcome your saving Word.
Amen.

A reading from Luke 2:22-40
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Pastor Marc

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD
HYMN – “Away in a Manger”

#157

I danced in the morning
when the world was begun,
and I danced in the moon
and the stars and the sun,
and I came down from heaven
and I danced on the earth.
At Bethlehem I had my birth.

SCRIPTURE

SERMON – "Two Turtle Doves"

Leonard Cohen
Katya Fisher

#115

Refrain:
Dance, then, wherever you may be;
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.
I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,
but they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me.
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John.
They came with me and the Dance went on.
refrain

I danced on the Sabbath
and I cured the lame.
The holy people
said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped
and they hung me on high,
and left me there
on a cross to die.
refrain
I danced on a Friday
when the sky turned black.
It's hard to dance
with the devil on your back.
They buried my body
and they thought I'd gone,
but I am the dance,
and I still go on.
refrain
They cut me down
and I leapt up high.
I am the life
that will never, never die.
I'll live in you
if you'll live in me,
I am the Lord
of the Dance, said he.
refrain
BLESSING
May God, redeemer of Israel,
dismiss us in peace;
may Jesus Christ,
Son of God, Son of Mary,
uphold us in love;
may the Holy Spirit,
the power of God, guide us in truth.
Thanks be to God!
Alleluia, Amen!
POSTLUDE

Chorale Prelude on In dulci jubilo
J. S. Bach

****************************************************
The flowers on the communion table are given by Jim and Billie
Maynard for their 67th wedding anniversary. They were married at
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Marion, Ohio, December 27, 1953,
right after Jim’s return from Korea.
Congregational Concerns: Betty Barnhart, Jim Baer, Rodger
Cromer, John Curry, Bob Douglass, Nancy Gates, Genee Hesse,
Ruth Miller, Marian Nelson, Jan Reinhart, Becky Rudolph, Sarah
Soika, John & Jean Woodruff.
Email request to Judy Fisher, fisherrh@miamioh.edu,
or contact the church office.

MINISTRY NEWS
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a Presbyterian tradition
for over seventy-five years. The Christmas Joy Offering will be
distributed to the Presbyterian Church Board of Pensions for its
assistance programs for retired missionaries / church workers in
need and also to develop our future leaders at Presbyterianrelated racial ethnic schools and colleges.
You may give online or mail your checks payable to Oxford
Presbyterian Church with the notation: Christmas Joy Offering.
Thank you for your generosity!

First Sunday
after Christmas

****************************************************
Fellowship in the Virtual Molyneaux Lounge
Join us after worship at this link on Zoom as we explore deeper
connections for fellowship in the midst of this pandemic.
Once again, click here for the link.
Meeting ID: 836 5120 3672
Passcode: 916856
****************************************************
Congregational Meeting
The Annual Congregational Meeting of Oxford Presbyterian Church
will take place on Sunday, January 17 following worship. Please
turn in Committee Reports to the church Office by Monday,
January 4.
****************************************************
Confirmation Class on Monday, January 4th
Confirmation class will be meeting on Monday, January 4th at
7:45 p.m. with a lesson on election and predestination led by
Pastor Marc. Check the Voice, bulletin, and e-mail over the
coming weeks for further information about meeting location. If
you would like to be added to the confirmation class e-mail list,
please contact Pastor Marc.

Sunday, December 27, 2020

****************************************************
Offering of Letters
Dear Members and friends,
It’s time to write letters focused on hunger to our friends who
have just gotten elected and are on their way to Washington to
represent us.
Please take 7 minutes of your time to ask for their support. If you
write a letter, Prue Dana will mail them!
Full letter writing kits are available in the church office.
Blessings,
The Peacemaking Committee
****************************************************
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