
  

Welcome, we’re glad you joined us! 
We welcome you to join us on a transformative journey. 

Seeking God, we strive to know God and love God. 
Serving others, we follow our Servant Savior 

to help bring fullness of life to others. 
Sharing Christ’s love with all, we proclaim the 

unconditional love of Christ filled with joy and hope. 
 

 
*Please rise in body or in spirit 
 
 Kay Estes, liturgist 
 
(Note on cover image: photo of creation’s grandeur by Marcia 
Perry) 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRESENTATION of the HONORED WOMAN AWARD 
 
PRELUDE “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” 
 arr.  David P. Dahl 
 
*CALL to WORSHIP  
 
One: And Jesus said, “Come!” 
All: To all mothers and all children: 

He said, “Come!” 
 To the motherless and the childless: 

He said, “Come!” 
 To all who long to be mothered: 

He said, “Come!” 
 

The Spirit of God calls us from many places; 
Some of us come from busy homes with many people 
Some of us live alone. 
We are a part of the family. 
 

 This week has been different for each of us; 
Some of us have had happy news 
We want to celebrate 
Some of us have faced grief and need to cry. 
We are members of God’s family. 
 
Yet we all come to this place of sanctuary; 
All of us seeking the Lord’s presence in our lives 
All of us seeking Christ’s presence with each other. 
Together we become God’s family. 

 
*HYMN – “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!” #239 
 (vs. 1 & 4) 
 

Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!  
Now is the triumph of our King!  

To all the world glad news we bring: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 
and sing today with one accord 

the life laid down, 
the life restored: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
*PRAYER of CONFESSION 
  

Gracious and Loving God, 
Your care sustains us in each moment throughout the day, 
And your compassion guides us in each situation 
Throughout the week. 
We, your daughters and sons, praise you. 
 
When we fall, you lift us up, 
When we make the wrong choices, you forgive us, 
When we are wounded, you nurse us back to health, 
When we cry with pain, you weep with us. 
We, your daughters and sons, praise you. 
 
But, we have failed to love as you do, 
We have abused our bodies and those of others, 
We have filled our minds with selfish dreams 
And violent plans, 
We have made our hearts cold 
And empty of compassion, 
We have forgotten that this life is so precious. 
 
As a mother guides her children, 
We ask you to guide us; 
As a mother forgives the sons and daughters who hurt her, 
We ask you to forgive us; 
As a mother calls her children 
To be reconciled with their siblings, 
We ask you to lead us to reconciliation 
With one another. 
In Christ’s Name, Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE of FORGIVENESS  
 

How much does God love us? 
Enough to send the divine heart, 
Hope, and spirit to us, 
Not to condemn us, but to save us. 
 
Not by our speaking or doing, 
But by God’s good and precious grace are we saved. 
This is the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

A TIME with YOUNG DISCIPLES   
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
UNISON PRAYER for ILLUMINATION 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, O Christ,  
In the reading of your Word,  
That we would hear what you have to say 
To us today. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE 
  

In the beginning was the Word 
And the Word was with God. 
 
A reading from John 15:9-17 

 
 For the Word of God in scripture, 
 For the Word of God among us,  
 For the Word of God within us. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON – “The Fire Infolding Itself in Us” Pastor Lawrence 
 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
*HYMN – “Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us”  #44 
 

Like a mother who has borne us, 
held us close in her delight, 
fed us freely from her body, 
God has called us into life. 

 
Like a father who has taught us, 

grasped our hand and been our guide, 
lifted us and healed our sorrows, 
God has walked with us in life. 

 
Though as children we have wandered, 
placed our trust in power and might, 

left behind our brothers, sisters, 
God still calls us into life. 

 
When we offer food and comfort, 
grasp our neighbor’s hand in love, 

tread the path of peace and justice, 
God still walks with us in life. 

 
*AFFIRMATION of FAITH – Belhar Confession (excerpt) 
     

We believe in the triune God, who gathers, protects 
and cares for the church through Word and Spirit. 
This, God has done since the beginning of the world 
and will do to the end. We believe that unity is, 
therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the 
church of Jesus Christ.  
 
We believe that through the working of God’s Spirit 
it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality 
which must be earnestly pursued and sought. We 
believe that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only 
condition for membership of this church.  
 
Therefore, we reject any doctrine that absolutizes 
natural diversity in such a way that this hinders or 
breaks the visible and active unity of the church.  
 
We reject any doctrine that professes that this 
spiritual unity is truly being maintained in the bond 
of peace while believers are alienated from one 
another and in despair of reconciliation.  
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We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its 
only head, the church is called to confess and to do 
all these things, even though the authorities and 
human laws might forbid them and punishment and 
suffering be the consequence.  
 
To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be the honor and the glory for ever and ever. 

 
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER (sins…sin) 
 
MUSIC for OUR OFFERING “The Trumpet Shall Sound” 
 from Messiah | GF Handel 
 Andrew McLeese, soloist 
 

Click here https://onrealm.org/oxfordpresbychurch/-/give/now 
to give online 

 
PRAYER of DEDICATION  
 
*HYMN – “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing” #255 
 (vs. 1 & 6) 
 

All: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

O sons and daughters, 
let us sing with heavenly hosts to Christ our King; 

today the grave has lost its sting! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
How blest are they who have not seen, 
and yet whose faith has constant been, 

for they eternal life shall win. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
*BLESSING  
 

We go into our week, 
knowing that we abide in the love of God; 
a love that is sweeter and more tender 
than any we have ever known. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Amen! 

 
POSTLUDE ECHO from the partita, “Oh God, Thou Faithful God” 
 J. S. Bach 
 
**************************************************** 
 
The flowers on the communion table are given by Jan Reinhart 
in memory of her mother, Betty J. Reinhart and aunt Emma 
Louise Whitesell and all past and present saints whose nurturance 
left a loving mark in our lives and in the world. 
 
**************************************************** 
 
Congregational Concerns: Betty Barnhart, Jim Baer, Rodger 
Cromer, Bob Douglass, Nancy Gates, Genee Hesse, Ruth Miller, 
Jan Reinhart, Sarah Soika, John Woodruff. 
 
Email congregational concerns to Judy Fisher, 
fisherrh@miamioh.edu, or contact the church office. 

STEWARDSHIP IN THIS SEASON 

 
To give online both conveniently and securely, you may access 
our online giving opportunity at 
https://onrealm.org/oxfordpresbychurch/Give. 
 
To give via QR code, scan the code above with your phone and 
follow the brief prompt.  
 
To give via text message, text opc1825 and your designated 
amount to 73256. For example, text "opc1825 25" to 73256 for 
an offering of $25 and follow the prompt. Questions? Contact 
office - office@oxfordpresbychurch.org. 
 

**************************************************** 
New Members Experience this Spring! – If you are interested 
in learning more about membership at Oxford Presbyterian 
Church, we invite you to join us for a New Member Experience 
facilitated by Pastor Marc. We will be meeting in the Molyneaux 
Lounge directly following worship this morning. New Member 
Sunday will be May 16.  If you are interested in learning more or 
would like to register, please contact the church office for more 
information. 
 
Confirmation Faith Statements Due on May 10th! – 
Confirmation Class will be meeting on Monday, May 10th from 
7:45-9:00 p.m., and it's time to bring your faith statement art 
projects to class!  Check the confirmation email this weekend for 
more information. 
 
Youth and Campus Scholarships Available! – Scholarships are 
available to students for full or part-time study toward their first 
undergraduate, associates, or vocational degree or toward their 
first master’s degree programs for church vocations at approved 
and accredited theological institutions. All students who are 
members of Presbyterian Church (USA) churches within the Synod 
of the Covenant are eligible to apply. Scholarships will be awarded 
up to $1500 for full-time students, and up to $750 for half-time 
students. For more information, please check the weekly youth 
group e-mail blast, or contact Pastor Marc. 
 
 ***************************************************** 

Oxford Presbyterian Church 
for a full ministry calendar, please visit: 
https://oxfordpresbychurch.org/calendar/ 

Lawrence Bartel, Pastor 
Marc van Bulck, Associate Pastor 

Kent Peterson, Music Director 
Lynn Jacobs, Organist 
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