
Creating our Future Stories Together 

 From the art handed to one of the pastors 

after worship to the beautiful murals in our 

Sunday School hallways depicting scenes 

from the Hebrew Scriptures and New Testa-

ment, our ministry is filled with crea-

tors.  From the missionary memoir of Rev. 

Ed and Marion Fairman to the moment Rev. 

Dr. William Holmes McGuffey penned the 

first words in his now famous “readers,” the 

ministry of Oxford Presbyterian Church has 

always been filled with creators.  

 You don’t feel that you’re a creator? Rich-

ard Rohr writes, Few of us feel called to be for-

mal or fine artists, but all of us are called to be 

creators. Each of us is called to bring creativity, 

purpose, and passion to our vocation, no matter 

what it is.  As co-creators, we trust the Holy 

Spirit to take our lives as well as our re-

sources to inspire a more beautiful, trans-

forming, and enduring work than we ever 

imagined. Together, we answer God’s call to 

create the next chapter in our ministry that 

continues to impact the world from the heart 

of Oxford.   

 What a joy it is to dream and create togeth-

er a vibrant future for the ministry of Oxford 

Presbyterian Church! 

Living our Stories of the Present 

 Today, we continue to listen to the call of God 

as we focus on current needs within our commu-

nity and the world. We have learned from the 

stories of our past, are acting on our stories of 

the present and laying the foundation for our 

stories of the future. Currently, of the many ex-

amples of the work of our church, two projects 

are illustrative of our dedication: 

 Eradicating Systemic Poverty focuses on ad-

dressing poverty as we experience it locally and 

as we know it world-wide. Through workshops, 

visitations and in coordination with partner 

churches, agencies, and individuals, members of 

our congregation are extending proactive sup-

port to those in need. 

 Caring for Creation, in similar ways this pro-

gram concentrates on the concern for securing a 

better world for current and future generations. 

Those involved in this work are addressing is-

sues ranging from picking up trash or planting 

trees in our local environment to encouraging 

action on climate change and reducing its effect 

on our planet. 

 Our story of today is one of many challenges 

and opportunities. As God’s people, we are obli-

gated to do what we can to honor His creation 

and serve those around us.   

Remembering our Stories of the Past 

 Those early settlers who made the arduous 

journey in 1808 from Chester County, S.C. to 

Israel Township in Preble Co. were surely 

called by God. These rugged disciples who 

established our historic foundation in a place 

called Hopewell were not wealthy, but they 

were rich with an abundance of Christian 

commitment and the desire to make a differ-

ence. They understood the necessity for hard 

work and dedication and the benefits which 

result through a life of stewardship.  

 Throughout the past, we have evolved 

through the foresight of a wide variety of in-

dividuals who applied the wisdom of the past 

in addressing the needs of the present and 

always maintaining a focus on the future. 

From those early settlers of the Hopewell 

community to our current congregation, we 

have maintained a willingness to give of our 

talents and financial resources to build a bet-

ter world.  

 We have joined together through challeng-

ing periods which led us to define ourselves 

as the United Presbyterian Church of Oxford. 

We remain united in our love of Christ; our 

love for each other; and in our dedication to 

our world. Let us be united as we address our 

current and future stewardship needs.  



Answering God’s CALL 

We as Christians are called to be “good 

stewards of the manifold grace of God 

and to serve one another with whatever 

gift each of us has received.” 1 Peter 4:10 

Throughout our history, in this place 

we call home, we have contributed to 

our story of seeking God’s grace, serv-

ing the needs of others, and sharing the 

love of Christ. This has been our story, 

beginning with the first chapter of 

Hopewell and continuing through the 

advent of war, depression, unification, 

and pandemic to the chapter we find 

ourselves living today. Many more 

chapters lie ahead, and our task is to 

contribute to the narrative as we define 

the continuation of who we are and 

who we wish to become. God is still 

calling, and we must answer! 

As the world has evolved, we are facing 

challenges beyond ourselves, beyond 

our congregation, beyond our commu-

nity and throughout our world…all 

calling for God’s grace. We share a 

proud past and, with your help, we 

look forward to a promising future.  
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